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Chew Valley Area Forum Wednesday 27 September 2017 

 
Suggestions for comment on Bristol Airport, for future consultations such as the Chew Valley 

Transport Strategy and West of England Combined Authorities Transport Strategy: 

 

• Bristol Airport is spatially constrained and limited by green belt and the A38 

• Bristol Airport is carbon constrained 

• Deliverability of light/heavy rail to the airport is costly and environmentally destructive 

• Portishead Rail has still not been delivered and costs have increased (Ref 1)  

• There is considerable uncertainty on whether Bristol Airport will pay its contribution to upgrading 

transport infrastructure when multi-storey car parks have not been delivered according to planning 

consent granted in 2011 (Ref 2) 

• Bristol Airport is currently unprofitable at its current level of operation (Ref 3) 

• Public transport services to the airport and throughout BANES and NSC should take priority over new 

road construction and the dualling of the A38 

• The quality of life and well being will deteriorate for residents if Bristol Airport grows beyond the 

present cap of 10 million passengers per annum (mppa). 

 

Currently communities surrounding Bristol Airport have a choice of 125 destinations and 3 European 

hubs in order to travel, visit families and connect to the rest of the world.  Bristol Airport is 

publishing its Issues and Options Document autumn 2017 with growth intentions of 20 mppa.  The 

penalties associated with further growth are as follows: 

 

• Loss of well being and quality of life 

• Habitat loss and biodiversity loss 

• Light Pollution 

• Water Pollution 

• Noise from ground activities as well as flights; there will be no tranquillity or respite for residents under 

the flight paths; additional noise for Bath, a world heritage site 

• Carbon and air pollution, note that at 7 mppa carbon emissions from flights was the equivalent of the 

whole emissions of Malawi. 

• Loss of green belt 

• Illegal car parking problems particularly in the Chew Valley 

• Road issues with the loss of countryside to road improvements 

• House blight and devaluation of properties 

 

Transport issues associated with improvements to the A38 between Bristol Airport and Bristol, 

highlighted in the Atkins Report for the West of England Transport Strategy.  A road which Chew 

Valley residents access regularly: 

 

• The two reservoirs operated by the Bristol Water Company 

• Common Land 

• As an economic growth point with employment opportunities, expansion will generate yet more 

traffic 

• A number of listed and sensitive buildings close to the A38 

• Significant number of side roads and junctions with the A38  

• Existing junction capacity concerns at Downside road, West Lane and Dundry Lane.  (Note that the 

Atkins Report has found, in a high level assessment, that 

junction improvements on roundabouts had low benefits; full dualling with roundabouts had 

marginally better benefits but produced greater delays on minor roads joining the main road.)  

 

The West of England Local Enterprise Partnership when Robert Sinclair, Chief Executive of BA was interim 

chair, commissioned a report titled Bristol South West Economic Options Development Link Report 
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(BSWEL).  Following this report a study has now been commissioned by Bristol Airport and North 

Somerset Council on the road network of the A38 which is to be published next year. (Ref 4)   

 

Bristol Airport is expecting to grow to 8.1 mppa this year.  It is capped at 10 mppa.  It is expected to reach 

its growth limit in 2023/24. Only 13% of passengers are from the business sector.  Over 85% of passengers 

travel by car to the airport, which suits the airport as car parking is a very significant income stream for 

them. The Bristol Operations Monitoring Report gives data for 2016. (Ref 5) 

 

Solution to increase business travel 

 

It is possible to use the method of slot allocations to selected destinations to support businesses in the area 

without increasing air transport movements.  

 

The question which isn’t being asked or yet being considered is should there be more expansion 

beyond 10 mppa or has Bristol Airport reached its spatial and carbon limits? 
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