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Introduction from the Chair and Vice Chair 
 
We would like to firstly thank all the members and participants of the Forum for their contributions 
and input over the last year.  We of course need more people to attend our meetings so that they 
can input into public consultations, discuss issues that matter most and help us build a strong 
community.   
 
By being better informed and working together, we can deal with some of the challenges that our 
community faces.  The Forum meetings act as a platform for discussion and debate and bring 
people together to help solve problems.  What matters most are the connections that are made 
and how, collectively, we work together outside of the meetings.   
 
We were delighted to hear from young people from Keynsham Now at our last meeting in 
September.  They challenged us about our own perceptions of what young people’s issues are.  
Young people had a positive opinion of Keynsham and they were particularly concerned about 
litter, bullying and lack of leisure facilities.   We look forward to hearing from them again in the 
New Year.   
 
We have regular attendance from the Police through Beat Manager James Evans.  James has 
always been very proactive and we have built up a good relationship with him and his Team.  
They have recently undertaken a restructure which means they are now reverting back to the 
neighbourhood teams.  Over the past two years, the Forum has stressed concern over the 
policing structures so this was extremely welcome news. 
 
The Forum also has regular attendance from the Station Manager and Crew from Hick’s 
gate Fire Station.  In July, they provided us with some reassuring news after the Grenfell 
Tower Fire and confirmed that they are working with the local authorities to reassure 
residents on the safety of cladding on high rise buildings.  They also keep us informed of 
their work with other agencies on safety campaigns, home safety visit and community 
events. 
 
We also had a number of community groups taking part in our Community Showcase including 
Saltford Business Network and Saltford Community Association.  If you know of a community 
group that would like the opportunity to take part in a future showcase, please do get in touch. 
 
In addition, the Forum hosted a number of key topics during the year, with updates on the 
Council’s Budget, West of England Joint Spatial and Transport Study and Whitchurch and 
Keynsham Neighbourhood Plan in November.  At the meeting in March, we received an overview 
of B&NES Housing services.  In July we welcomed B&NES Clinical Commissioning Group, Virgin 
Care, Age UK and Dementia Action Alliance who reported on how they were supporting people’s 
health and wellbeing across our area.   
 
We are also looking forward to hearing more about the plans to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the River Chew Flood in 2018, following an update from Chris Head, from WERN 
in September who is co-ordinating a joint initiative between the Keynsham and Chew Valley 
Areas.  We hope to provide you with some more information about this in due course. 
 
Meeting only four times a year we have still managed to get through a lot of topics and issues.  
Staying connected is really important and our Communities Team, who support the Forum, also 
provide a series of monthly bulletins to share information about events, update on news, training 
and grants and funding programmes.  If you haven’t already signed up contact 
Alison_Wells@bathnes.gov.uk or you can download a copy of the latest bulletin from the 
Council’s Website: - http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/neighbourhoods-and-community-
safety/working-partnership/interagency-meetings. 
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Below is a summary of our achievements highlighted against the priorities you have raised.  We 
want to ensure that the Forum continues to bring forward the issues that matter most to you, so 
please do let us know topics that we can bring forward to future meetings.  We also welcome any 
organisations that wish to present to the Forum as part of the ‘Community Showcase’ element of 
the meeting. 
 
Thank you again for your attendance and support during 2017.  Please help us by publicising the 
Forum, putting forward ideas for future agenda items and encourage community organisations to 
come along and showcase the great work they do.  
 
We look forward to seeing you in 2018. 

Alan Hale (Chair) and  
Adrian Inker (Vice Chair)   

 

 

You said We did 
 Bigger strategic review 

– take bordering Authorities’ 
transport strategies into 
account – not just Keynsham, 
Whitchurch and surrounding 
villages – join up  

 B&NES to bring 
forward employment land 
adjacent to Pixash Lane  

 

The Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Study 2016 – 2036 
covers four local authority areas (B&NES; Bristol; North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire).  It will mean a joint 
approach to strategic planning and transport issues.  The 
Pixash Lane employment land is included as a development 
site.  The Forum received a presentation on the JSP in 
November 2016 and a paper update in March 2017. 
 
Action: The Forums will receive a further update on the 
JSP in 2018. 
 

 More affordable start 
up homes  

The Forum received a presentation in March 2017 on meeting 
housing need in the local community with reference to new 
affordable housing in Keynsham, Whitchurch and 
Farmborough.   
 
Action: Further discussions on housing including sofa-
surfing will be brought to a future meeting. 

 Recycle more – 
encourage and feed back on 
what is being achieved  

The changes to the Council’s Waste and Recycling Service 
were implemented from November 2017 in an effort to 
encourage more recycling.  The Forum received full details of 
the proposals in a presentation in March 2017 and a further 
update in July 2017. 
 
We now have Keynsham and Saltford Wombles Community 
Litter pickers working to help reduce litter in the area. 
 
Action: Invite Keynsham Wombles back to a future 
meeting to update on their latest campaign 
#noplaceforlitter.  

 Create a safe 
community by reducing the 
fear of crime and anti-social 
behaviour  

Local beat officers from Avon and Somerset Police now 
regularly attend Forum meetings giving details of local crime 
trends and statistics.  Similarly, the Fire Service regularly 
attends the Keynsham Forum meetings and also provide local 
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 statistics.  This information is circulated to Forum members and 
put on the Council’s website for wider dissemination.   
 
Action: Continued involvement of the Police and other 
emergency services to future meetings. 
 
 Action: The Forum to host a discussion around 
emergency planning in the new year. 

 Seek young people’s 
ideas of what they would like 
to improve their lot  

 Formalise links 
between Forums and Youth 
Councils operating in 
Keynsham  

Keynsham NOW, the local Youth Council, organised the 
September Forum meeting.  They had undertaken a survey 
with local young people in advance and then undertook the 
same survey with Forum members to challenge their 
perceptions on what young people really think.  Andy Wait from 
Keynsham NOW regularly attends Forum meetings and 
discusses issues raised with young people, also providing 
feedback.  Young people from Keynsham NOW also attend 
occasional Forum meetings. 
 
Action: Ensure Keynsham Now and other young people 
have the opportunity to feed into discussions at future 
meetings.  

 B&NES/Parish Council 
interface to encourage 
efficiency  

 B&NES has a reduced 
budget, Parish Council’s 
need to become more self 
reliant and link with each 
other  

The Parish Charter is in the process of being revised and 
updated, with an emphasis on collaboration.  A consultation 
with Parishes was held between May and October.  All 
parishes attending the Keynsham Area Forum responded to 
this.  The Forum received information about the Parish Charter 
revision at its July meeting.  A toolkit for Clerks has been 
prepared as part of the process and includes the framework 
requested. 
 
B&NES introduced a Community Empowerment Fund was 
introduced in 2017 to encourage engagement with Town and 
Parish Councils.  The Forum was given information about this 
in its March 2017 meeting. 
 
Action: The Forum will receive an update on the 
Community Empowerment fund in the New Year.  

 Must not forget the 
rural communities – the 
Forum should not be based 
around Keynsham  

 

A Community Showcase was introduced to the Forum 
meetings, with an open invitation to local organisations to 
attend and present on their work or give updates.  During 2016 
we heard from Saltford Community Association and Saltford 
Business Association.  Presentations from other groups are 
welcome. 
 
Action: Keynsham and Saltford Churches Together will 
take part in the Community Showcase in March 2018. 
 
Action:fForum members to put forward ideas and 
suggestions for future Community Showcase. 

 

 


