
 
 

Resource Futures Environmental Review 

Notes for teachers 
 

An essential part of the Eco-Schools process is for pupils to conduct an Environmental 

Review to help them to identify the school’s strengths and areas that need work.  Eco-

Schools provide review templates on their website, but schools are free to design their 

own, as long as they include all nine Eco-Schools topics: litter, water, waste, energy, 

school grounds, healthy living, biodiversity, transport, and global citizenship. 

See www.keepbritaintidy.org/ecoschools/gettingstarted/environmentalreview for more details. 

The Resource Futures Environmental Review is designed for 

primary pupils and divided into 5 questionnaires.  This sounds 

complicated, but it makes things much easier for young children.  The 

main questionnaire contains questions that should be easy for pupils 

to answer themselves.  (They may need to do some investigation 

around the school first.)  There are also four much shorter 

questionnaires with questions that pupils will need to ask key 

members of staff: the caretaker, the headteacher, the office staff and the kitchen staff. 

Customising the Resource Futures Environmental Review  

The questionnaires are Word documents and can easily be edited to suit your school.  

Remember you must include all nine Eco-Schools topics, but the actual questions of the 

Review are not set in stone.  Before using the Environmental Review with your pupils, 

read through the questions, and tweak them to reflect your school’s circumstances.  If 

there is a particular issue you would like to draw your pupils’ attention to, add in a 

couple of questions about it.  If there are questions that are not relevant to your 

school, delete them. (NB the headteacher questionnaire is worded for a female head – 

if your headteacher is a man you’ll need to edit this.  You could choose to insert your 

head’s name instead of ‘he’ or ‘she’.) 

Using the pupil questionnaire 

The pupil questionnaire is the most important part of the Review, so do it first. You 

could use it with your Eco Committee, or perhaps involve the whole school by asking 

class teachers and Eco reps to lead class discussion.  Whichever approach you decide 

on, you can share out the topics so that each group / class focuses on one or two areas 

rather than all nine.  Some of the questions might flag up the need for a more detailed 

investigation.  What’s actually in your school bins or recycling boxes?  What % of 

classroom lights and whiteboards get left on during breaks and lunchtime?
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Using the adult questionnaires 

Once you have done the child questionnaire, select some pupils to visit the caretaker, 

headteacher, kitchen staff and office staff to complete the adult questionnaires.  Most 

schools use their Eco Committee for this task, divided into groups.  It is probably wise 

to forewarn your colleagues of their visit!  Emphasise to them that the point of the 

questionnaire is to identify areas for the school to work on, so it’s fine if they admit to 

less than perfect environmental practices.  It is also perfectly acceptable to admit that 

they don’t know some of the answers – this will give your Eco Committee the perfect 

reason for further investigations. 

What next? 

Once you have used all five questionnaires, you are ready to put together an Action 

Plan.  With your Eco Committee, identify the things that the Review has flagged up 

that need improvement.  Pupils or adults may also suggest additional ideas for the 

Action Plan that are not directly linked to the findings of the Review.   

Prioritisation is important - don’t be tempted to try and do everything at once!  You 

may decide to use a voting system to help decide what to focus your energies on. 

Keep your original Environmental Review documents somewhere safe – your Green 

Flag assessor will want to see them! 

Sharing your results 

It’s essential to share the contents of your Action Plan with the whole school - most 

schools do this using Eco assembly.  Make sure you tell everybody about what the 

Review showed you are doing really well, as well as the things you’ve indentified that 

need work.  It’s also a good idea to share the key points of your Action Plan with 

parents in a newsletter and display them on your Eco-Schools notice board. 

If you have any questions about using the Resource Futures Environmental Review, or 

suggestions about improvements, please email Helen: 

helen.peake@resourcefutures.co.uk 


