
Contact us today: 

Tel: 01225 394949 

Email: fostering@bathnes.gov.uk 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/privatefostering  

This publication about fostering can be made available in a range  of community languages, large 

print, braille, on tape, electronic and accessible formats from  the Family Placement Team.  

Private Fostering- If any child under the age of 16 is     
living with someone who is not their immediate relative 
for a period of 28 days or more it may mean that the 

child is being ‘privately fostered’.  

www.bathnes.gov.uk/privatefostering  

Private Fostering  

Contact us today:                                      

Tel: 01225 394949                        

Email: fostering@bathnes.gov.uk 

 

Is a child             

you know            

being looked    

after outside of 

their family? 

Have you been 

looking after 

someone else's 

child for a period 

of 28 days or  

longer? 

Are you                              

a child who is                

living with                    

someone other than 

your immediate                

family? 

Is your child 

living with 

another     

family? 



Private fostering is when someone under the age of 16, or 18 if disa-
bled, is living with someone other than a parent or close relative for 28 
consecutive days or more. A close relative would be a brother or sister, uncle, 
aunt, grandparent or step-parent. Private foster carers may be extended family 
such as a cousin or great aunt, a friend of the family or parents of a child’s                  
boyfriend or girlfriend.  They could also be someone unknown to the family who is 
willing to care for the child.  

 

 An occasional weekend spent by the child at home with their parents would not 
constitute a break in the arrangements  

 Private fostering is not arranged or paid for by a local authority. Children cared 
for under these arrangements are not classed as looked after by a local            
authority  

  It is an arrangement made by the parents of a child and requires parental con-
sent. If parents do not agree to it, the arrangement is not private fostering,             
although the local authority has a duty to assess the situation  

 Some teenagers choose to live with another family. This is a private fostering           
arrangement by agreement between the young person, the parents and the 
carer  

 Some young people at independent and language schools stay with host            
families. If the period exceeds 28 days then  it counts as a private fostering                                
arrangement and follows the same  regulations.  

 

What is considered to be private fostering?  

Social Work Support: 

What doesn’t count as private fostering: 

The law states that the local authority must be informed of all private 
fostering arrangements and  that a social worker should visit each child 
to ensure they are safe and that their needs are being met. 

 

If you think you may know of a private fostering arrangement and wish to notify the 
local authority you can download a notification form from our website or contact The 
Permanence Team on 01225 396334 to discuss next steps.  

 

The following leaflets are available to download from our website with more                   
information on specific circumstances:  

 

1: Information for Independent Schools and language schools 

2. Information for parents: 

3. Information for Private foster carers: 

4. Information for professionals and voluntary groups 

5. Information for Children 

A child is not privately fostered if they are looked after by the local      
authority 

 

A child is not privately fostered  if being cared for: 

 In a children’s home 

 In accommodation provided for or on behalf of a voluntary organisation 

 In any school in which he or she is receiving full time education 

 At a health service hospital 

 At any other home or institution provided by secretary of state 

 

A child is not privately fostered if they live with their parent, person with parental 
responsibility or relative responsible for their care.  


