
Midsomer Norton
Regeneration strategy
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Midsomer Norton has great potential to fulfil its role as the market town for the Somer Valley community 
and position itself as an attractive destination.  Critically, the retail offer needs to improve, particularly 
within the core area.  A better mix of national and local retailers is needed, and a larger modern foodstore 
could help the town compete with neighbouring centres. Improving the physical environment would help 
attract investment and support existing businesses.  More employment and housing in the town centre 
would create a balanced and sustainable market town.

Improved gateway areas to 
increase awareness of the High 
Street and the sense of arrival 

Better pedestrian and cycle 
connections will help to integrate 
surrounding residential areas 

New offices and housing help to 
bring life and activity to the central 
area and support Midsomer Norton 
as an employment destination

Planting and public realm 
improvements will strengthen 
the local shopping environment 

New shops, cafes and restaurants 
within the core High Street area 
will significantly improve the offer 
of the town centre

Demand for a new modern foodstore 
can be delivered in the town centre 
helping to stimulate wider regeneration
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The overiding objective is to provide larger shop units in the core area of 
the High Street to attract national retailers.  Opportunities exist for a mix of 
refurbishment, redevelopment and extension of shops creating stronger and 
more attractive frontages. Improving pedestrian connections from main car 
parks will be essential.

South Road car park could accommodate known demand for a food store, 
whilst retaining public car parking.  Redeveloping the outdated food store at 
the Hollies could provide a mix of new shops, offices and housing and take 
traffic pressure off the High Street.  Redirecting main traffic flows to South 
Road could improve the High Street core for pedestrians.

Planting and public realm improvements can strengthen arrival in the local 
shopping areas, the park and leisure centre area.  Creating a network of 
pedestrian routes between the High Street, the Island and the cluster of 
historic buildings would help visitors ‘discover’ this area.

Strengthening the shopping heart Creating a mixed-use centre Improving local attractions 

North Road

The creation of a town park can 
create an improved community facility 
and exciting family destination.

Town centre strategy


