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Benefits of Preparing a Neighbourhood Plan  
 
 

• Engages the community in decision making  
 

• Helps in developing a shared vision for the area 
 

• Can direct development and growth 
 

• Identifies opportunities for enhancement of features and areas for the 
benefit of the built, natural and historic environment 
 

• Can contribute to the health and wellbeing of individuals and the community 
 

• Contributes to the collective knowledge of the district’s assets - what makes 
the area special and why 
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A vision statement 
 
Description of the area 
 
Current issues 
 
Development Opportunities 
 
Policies and objectives 
 
Design Briefs 
 
Environment / community initiatives 

Relevant Aspects of a Neighbourhood Plan 
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Definition of Landscape 
 

 

 “landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose 
character is the result of the action and interaction of natural 
and/or human factors” 
 

European Landscape Convention 
 

It requires “landscape to be integrated into regional and town 
planning policies and in cultural, environmental, agricultural, 
social and economic policies, as well as any other policies with 
possible direct or indirect impacts on landscape”.  
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Natural England policy considers ‘landscape as an integrating framework 
encompassing and embracing the interactions of natural, cultural 
and perceptual attributes. Landscape is the context for, and 
consequence of, decision-making and provides the spatial 
framework through which we plan and manage change.’ 
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The National Planning Policy Framework 
‘must be taken into account in the preparation of local and neighbourhood plans’ 
 

Core Planning Principles 
 

4 ‘Planning should seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of 
amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings’ 

 

5    ‘Planning should take account of the different roles and character of different 
areas - - - recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and 
supporting thriving rural communities’ 
 

Specifically in relation to Neighbourhood Plans ‘developments (should) add to the overall quality of the area - - 
- establish a strong sense of place - create attractive and comfortable places to live, work and visit - - - respond 
to local character and history - - - reflect the identity of local surroundings and materials - - - (be) visually 
attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping’ 
 

NPPG 
 

‘Wider community aspirations than those relating to development and  
use of land can be included in a neighbourhood plan’ 
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Understanding Landscape 
 

• includes both developed and undeveloped areas 
 

• includes rural and urban areas  
 

• includes both distinguished and ordinary landscapes 
 

• is shaped by human intervention and is continuously changing 
 

• provides a range of benefits and services to support human 
 and other life 
 

• contributes to identity and a sense of place – essential for 
 place making, community cohesion, quality of life, health and 
 well being 
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Landscape Character Assessment 
 
provides understanding of the variations in landscape and establishing what makes a 
place distinctive.  
 

identifies and describes geographically specific areas with a consistent character.  

Landscape Character Type are areas 
with a consistent character but are not 
geographically specific eg ‘river valley’ 
or ‘lowland grassland’. 
 
Landscape Character Assessments can 
be done at a variety of scales eg 
1:50,000,  1:25,000 or 1:10,000 

Touching the Tide LCA 






































