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SCHOOLS FORUM

18th March 2014
SENSORY IMPAIRED SERVICE (BRISTOL)

	Lead Officer
	Michael Gorman

	Contact details
	Michael_gorman@bathnes.gov.uk Tel. 01225 39 6932

	Forum asked to decide / steer / be informed
	To inform the Forum of current spend patterns

	Time Needed
	15 mins


The Sensory Support Service provides support for pupils with visual and hearing impairments within the authority and other local authorities. Bristol, BANES, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire have had a joint arrangement/agreement since 1st April 1996, under which Bristol as lead authority discharges certain educational functions on their behalf in respect of children with sensory needs.

All schools in Bath and North East Somerset can access this service to ensure the needs of pupils with visual and hearing impairments can be met.

How much support does the service provide?

In total the service supports 1108 (58 more than last year) children and young people (CYP) across the 4 Local Authorities.

Of these, 712 CYP have hearing loss, distributed as shown on the table below:

	
	BANES
	BRISTOL
	N SOM
	S GLOS

	Mild
	26
	67
	33
	42

	Moderate
	57
	141
	66
	69

	Severe
	16
	27
	16
	14

	Profound
	9
	15
	12
	16

	Unclassified
	2
	4
	3
	7

	Unilateral
	13
	25
	19
	13

	Total
	123
	279
	149
	161


332 CYP have visual impairment, distributed as shown on the table below:

	
	BANES
	BRISTOL
	N SOM
	S GLOS

	Mild
	19 *
	40
	17
	16

	Moderate
	15
	56
	17
	20

	Severe
	11
	39
	10
	18

	Profound
	5
	10
	4
	6

	Unclassifed
	6
	6
	4
	3

	Total
	56
	151
	52
	63


And 73 CYP with multi sensory impairment, distributed as shown on the table below:

	
	BANES
	BRISTOL
	N SOM
	S GLOS
	TOTAL

	MSI
	13
	32
	11
	17
	73


Evaluations of the service

An evaluation of the service was carried out in December 2013 by Roger Thurlbeck (Senior Advisory Teacher of the Deaf, Hearing Support Team, Swindon and Registered Ofsted Inspector) and Julie Jennings (Manager: children, young people and families, Evidence and Service Impact, RNIB)

They stated that:

The Bristol service is an example of effective provision with an ethos of reflective practice, promoting good partnership working with a focus on independence which is empowering for children and young people, families and settings.

In particular they said: 

1. The team provides highly effective intervention for pupils. The range of questioning, the pace of intervention and the highly engaging resources used provide good teaching and learning experiences for individual pupils. 

2. The service is very well regarded and valued and as exemplified by one parent who stated ‘the service provides a lifeline for our family’. 

3. There are robust systems through performance management and use of attainment and progress data at an individual level to support schools and settings. Service staff know that they are held to account to support pupil’s academic progress. 

4. There was evidence of very strong and effective multiagency working which came across from discussions with a wide range of professionals and family members. 

5. The service is a reflective organisation with children and families at the centre. 

6. There are opportunities for families to shape the organisation not just for their own children but also at a planning level. 

7. The joint arrangement across four local authorities is seen as a strength by the team and they make good use of the specialisms and expertise they hold as a service to drive forward improvements.

The report contains a number of recommendations for development.  

The service also carries out its own evaluations and publishes a report at the end of each academic year.  The following information on school feedback is taken from the November 2013 report:

HEARING SUPPORT TEAM
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[image: image1.emf]Graph to show to what extent our involvement 

has contributed to developing effective teaching 

and learning strategies for the child/pupil 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Significantly To some extent Not at all

S=46   T=14

[image: image2.emf]Graph to show the range of advice/support 

e.g. information about deafness, language 

development, hearing aids

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor

E-46   G=14   S=0   P=1

VISION SUPPORT TEAM

EY Settings and Schools
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Examples of comments made by teachers:

An extremely valued Service.

Many thanks for the support which is delivered in a way which makes me, the LSA and * feel very much like a team working together.

It is invaluable to have the support, to know you are doing the best you can.

The support we have had from the Sensory Support Team has enabled us to skill up a LSA specifically to work with children who have a hearing impairment.

We wouldn't have access to specialist advice to support us in providing the very best and most appropriate provisions for him.

These students would easily slip under the radar since they try to blend in and not get noticed - therefore they would not achieve as well as they do with the support.

An excellent and committed service appreciated by staff teaching and differentially for the child.[image: image5.png]



 5





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.banes-pct.nhs.uk/images/banespctlogo-small.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











4

