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What is expected from Chaperones

A standard of care of children that incorporates the following:

· Children to be met at the stage door and signed into the building. 
· Children to remain together in separate gender dressing rooms.
· Children to be escorted on and off stage

· Chaperones to know where the children in their care are at all times.

· Children not leave theatre/place licence granted for unescorted by chaperones unless in the company of their parents.

· Adequate supervision of children by chaperones in toilet arrangements.

· At no time to allow children into adult dressing rooms.

· Chaperones should be aware of fire safety arrangements of the venue.

· Chaperones should ensure that any accidents are reported and recorded by the management.

· Chaperones should examine accident book each day.  If an accident has occurred, the producer is not allowed to use that child until medical qualified opinion has been obtained (not the word of parent or child).

· Children should be signed out as to when left and with whom.

· If a parent has not collected a child, it is the duty of the chaperone to stay with that child or make arrangements to take them home.

Powers and Responsibilities of Chaperones
· Where chaperones are not satisfied with conditions for the children, they should bring this to the attention of the producer.  If changes cannot be made satisfactorily the chaperone should consider not allowing a child to continue.  If sufficient changes cannot be negotiated and can temporarily be recognised as sufficient, unless changes are planned for the next performance, the local authority should be informed.
· If a chaperone considers that a child is unwell or too tired to continue, the chaperone must inform the producer and not allow the child to continue.

· Under the Dangerous Performance Acts no child of compulsory school age is permitted to do anything which may endanger life or limb.  This could include working on wires (such as Peter Pan) or heavy lifting for example.  Chaperones should tell the producer to cease using children in this way. The LA and/or Health and Safety to be contacted.

What the Production companies can expect from the Local Authority (LA)
· LA checks out licence applications for suitability.

· Advise before productions on dressing room acceptability and any other aspect concerning children who perform
· LA inspects production facilities before and/or when production run starts 

· At these inspections, changes can be suggested.

· LA have the authority to withdraw or refuse licenses where reasonable grounds exist.

What the Local Authority expect from Production Companies within the guidelines of parliamentary acts.

· We expect them to submit licence applications at least 21 days in advance of the first show.
· We expect them to apply for licence exemption as an ‘approved body’ well in advance of this.

· We expect them to submit names and addresses of chaperones to be used for their productions well in advance.

· We expect the domestic arrangements to include separate dressing facilities with adults.  A definition of children refers to children over five years old up to, and including, children aged 16 and still of compulsory school age.
· There should be separate toilets for boys and girls and separate from adult toilets.  This is not always possible, but a compromise such as supervised toilet visits can be agreed.
· Arrangements should be make to keep children suitably occupied in rest periods.  For instance cards or board games or even homework when they are not actually on stage.

“For all Children to do better in life than they thought they could”








