
22

3.1 constraints

Topography
Topography is the most defining constraint for the land 
at Weston. The slope condition varies from moderate 
gradients, which may require little engineering to 
provide adequate development platforms, to more 
steeply sloping gradients which coincide with small 
valleys in the landscape relating to the geology and 
drainage patterns locally.

The most pragmatic approach would be to concentrate 
the development on areas of existing manageable 
gradients. Areas of more significant gradient could 
be addressed by employing significant engineering 
solutions, though this could be costly. It would be more 
expedient to identify these areas as ‘non-developable’ 
and use them to make positive contributions to Green 
Infrastructure.

Access
The study area has few options for primary access. 
This constraint dictates that primary access should 
be provided east and west from Lansdown Lane, 
northwards from the existing Weston settlement from a 
number of existing openings and gaps in the built form, 
and from Summerhill Park to the east.

Drainage
The underlying geology of the area has resulted in 
the emergence of a spring which runs parallel with 
the contours of the hillside. The slopes drain into a 
series of narrow, steeply-sided valleys which incise 
the landscape (north east - south west) from the top 
of the slopes to the limit of the existing settlement. 
Historically, localised flooding within the local centre 
has been a problem meaning that managing site run-off 
is a key constraint.

The ‘green ribbon’
The Landscape & Visual Study identifies that the 
development of the study area has significant potential 
for negative impact on landscape character and 
views of this and the wider area. A defining factor 
of the setting of the city and the World Heritage Site 
is an undeveloped margin below the ridgeline of 
the plateaux. A key constraint is the need to retain 
a strategic ‘green ribbon’ using a mix of accessible 
landscape areas and agricultural land. This requires the 
identification of an appropriate upper limit for extent of 
development.

Designations
The landscape, heritage and environmental 
designations in and around the study area are 
considerable limitations and should define the extent 
of and approach to development. The area’s location 
on the urban-rural fringe means that development must 
respond positively to both forms of constraint. 
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