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Oval 
 
5.55 The Oval includes the local centres along Clapham Road and Brixton 

Road.  It is at the junction of major roads with a Northern line tube 
station.  It has a very clearly defined and distinctive sense of place 
arising from this and the presence of St Mark’s Church, a grade II* 

listed  building at its very centre; Kennington Park, a registered Historic 
Park; and the nearby world famous Oval cricket stadium.  The park, 
station, street frontage area and adjoining area are in a conservation 
area.  The pavements are relatively wide but the roads are extremely 
busy. There is a diverse mix of building types with Victorian terraces 
and public housing estates predominating.  

 
5.56 The centre is very well served by public transport with a tube station at 

its heart served by the Northern line which together with the various 
bus routes makes it a popular transport interchange.  Part of the Oval 
lies in Flood Zone 3 and is at risk of flooding and so Policy S6 will apply 
in this area. 

 
5.57 In 2008 the Clapham Road centre provided a good range of goods and 

services with an 11 per cent vacancy rate, comparable with the national 
average.  The Brixton Road centre also provided for a good range of 
local needs, although the vacancy rate was higher at 15 per cent 
(Borough Retail Capacity Study 2008). 

 
5.58 The demographics of the area are broadly in line with that of the 

borough as a whole though the resident population is younger than the 
borough and London averages. Car ownership is low compared to the 
rest of the borough and use of public transport to work is high.  
Accommodation in the area is overwhelming in flats and home 
ownership is considerably lower than in the borough overall. 

 
5.59 The major issues for the area are how to: derive more benefit 

economically and for the community from the use and events at the 
Oval stadium, which included many conferences and a proposed hotel; 
improve the quality of the environment and public realm for residents 
and visitors to a level appropriate for an attraction of such standing; 
realise the added potential contribution of St Mark’s churchyard to the 
public realm; support improvements to Kennington Park including its 
heritage attributes; make more effective use of premises and sites 
within the centre and the opportunities they provide – including at 
Kennington Business Park and those arising from the Oval House 
Theatre’s intention to relocate to Brixton - in order to build on and 
contribute to the area’s qualities. 

 
5.60 In addition, there are various opportunity sites for development in the 

wider area including Offley Works; 43-55 Clapham Road; the former 
Freemans site (137-143 Clapham Road) and St Agnes Place for a 
range of employment and housing uses. 
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5.61 Delivery and implementation of public realm and improvements to the 
environment will be taken forward with the Oval Partnership and other 
stakeholders, particularly through the development of a public realm 
strategy.  

 
5.62 NHS Lambeth wishes to locate one of its network of Neighbourhood 

Resource Centres in the wider Oval/Kennington/Waterloo area.  There 
is also work planned through the BSF programme to Archbishop 
Tenison School, which will be partially rebuilt and refurbished both to 
expand its intake and to improve its facilities. 

 
 

Policy PN7 – Oval 
 
The Council will support the role of Oval as a local centre through reinforcing 
and adding to the quality of its existing well defined character and sense of 
place. This will be sought through: 
 
(a) Supporting development at the Oval stadium to extend the range and 

quality of facilities including those to serve the local community; improving 
the relationship of the stadium with the adjoining area particularly the 
quality of the linkages with the local centre along Clapham Road, by 
improving the attractiveness of the public realm, the creation of 
appropriate public spaces, interesting features and promoting active 
frontage uses along the route. 

 
(b) Seeking to improve the quality and extent of shopping and other 

appropriate town centre uses within the centre and various opportunity 
sites identified in the Lambeth site allocations Development Plan 
Document including appropriate re-use of the Oval House Theatre as 
necessary as well as sites in the wider area to improve the range and 
quality of employment and housing.  Kennington Business Park provides 
opportunities to increase the vitality and attractiveness of the Brixton Road 
centre through provision of active frontage and other uses beneficial to the 
function of the centre.  Appropriate proposals that achieve these 
objectives and do not result in the net loss of employment floor-space, 
and ensure that the role of Kennington Business Park as a KIBA is 
maintained, will be supported. 

 
(c) Supporting and enhancing the heritage quality and attributes of the 

conservation area, Kennington Park, St Mark’s Church and the use of its 
churchyard for community and town centre uses. 

 
(d) Seeking the improvement of traffic and environmental conditions for 

pedestrians, the quality of the public realm and linkages between 
Kennington Park and other spaces and the shopping frontages in 
Clapham Road and Brixton Road. 
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Implementation of public realm and other traffic and environmental 
improvements will be taken forward with the Oval Partnership and other 
stakeholders particularly through the development of a public realm strategy.  
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