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From: Tim Kent 
Sent: 07 January 2019 10:51
To: comment@jointplanningwofe.org.uk; Local Plan; Transport Planning
Subject: Fwd: Transport proposals for Whitchurch

Categories: Green Category

Please find below a submission to your consultations from a local resident. 

 

Cllr Tim Kent 

Bristol City Council  

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: John Veale  

Date: Wed, 2 Jan 2019 at 16:29 

Subject: Transport proposals for Whitchurch 

To: Tim Kent  

 

 

I would like to forward my objections to the proposal,as follows. 

The current road system,especially the A 37, cannot sustain anymore traffic.There is no access to the bus lane 

until you get to the George Pub,in Knowle. 

The A37,from Whitchurch Village into town is not WIDE enough to build a bus lane. 

It will be a gamble to build a Park and Ride,at Whitchurch,hoping to lessen traffic heading to town because you 

believe more people will use Park and Ride buses. 

I don't think this will happen,for the reason above.There will be NO reduction in traffic approaching the 

junctions at West Town Lane and then Callington Road,so the usual tailbacks will persist. 

Furthermore the 2 alternative routes through countryside,joining Whitchurch Lane somewhere are too 

disruptive.Again Whitchurch Lane cannot sustain any more traffic.  

The route past Bridge Farm School will pose extreme risk to staff,pupils,and visiting people alike. 

You seem to think that reducing A4 traffic,from Hicks gate,and sending it towards the A 37 is of benefit. 

Traffic on the A4 is heading for town,so what is the point of sending it towards the A 37,and then onto town. 

Your proposals are not the answer,and I would suggest you think again. 

Thank you 

A.J.Veale  

TIM, 

The email address for objecting DOES NOT EXIST? 

Can you record my comments and forward to the appropriate agency 

Thanks  

JohnVEALE 



 

 

 

EXAMPLE WORDING FOR LETTER: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning Policy        December 2018 

B&NES, Lewis House, 

Manvers Street, 

BATH BA1 1JG 
 

Reference: Bath and North East Somerset Council Local Plan 2016-2036 / 

www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-

plan-2016-2036 
 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

Following on from your recent consultation meetings at Whitchurch Community Centre 

and St Augustines Church, I am writing to register my concerns and disapproval of the 

planned developments, with particular reference to the South Orbital Highway link and 

the proposed site of any link road with Whitchurch Lane. 

 

I believe that this proposal will have a serious and long-lasting negative effect on the 

Green Belt south of Bristol and will lead to urban sprawl. This is clearly indicated in your 

own document entitled “Local Plan: Part 1 Green Belt Assessment: Whitchurch Strategic 

Development Location”. 

 

As a parent of a pupil attending Bridge Farm Primary School, my primary concerns are 

centred around the proposed ring road route adjoining Half Acre Lane and Whitchurch 

Lane, which the school grounds back onto. 

 

At present, Whitchurch Lane and the adjacent roads all currently have a 20mph speed 

limit. These are enforced for the safety of the children and local residents.  The roads 

are used for dropping off and picking up pupils as well as on weekends for those using 

the schools facilities for sporting and recreational activities. Increasing the speed limit to 

even 30mph as suggested, introducing more and varied traffic and restricting the 

amount of on-street parking in this area will have a major impact on road safety and 

the lives of the school’s pupils.  

 

This is compounded by an increase in road noise and air pollution around the site of a 

630 place primary school. Air pollution already exceeds the National guidelines and it is 

estimated that the proposal will add an additional 5000 cars to already congested 

roads.   

 

The school has two busy crossing points on Whitchurch Lane as well as a school 

entrance on Half Acre Lane. Traffic flow has already been identified by Bristol City 

Council as a cause for concern, especially at peak times. In fact, Bristol City Councils 



own “South East Bristol and Whitchurch Transport Package Options Assessment 

Report” states that travel times heading along Whitchurch Lane will increase. Any 

proposal to funnel more varied traffic along this route will only compound matters 

further. 

 

In conclusion, the Local Plan 2016-2036 illustrates how the proposals will have a major 

negative impact on the green belt, the existing local residents, wildlife (and habitat), 

ecology, eco system, local services, traffic volumes and pollution. It compromises the 

health and safety of pupils and parents of Bridge Farm primary School and as such, I 

am fiercely opposed to such a proposal. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Parent of Bridge Farm Primary School. 















 
 
 

         
        Miss Charlotte Veale 

 
          
       
          
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Policy       
 December 2018 
B&NES, Lewis House, 
Manvers Street, 
BATH BA1 1JG 
 

Reference: Bath and North East Somerset Council Local Plan 
2016-2036 / www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy/local-plan-2016-2036 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
Following on from your recent consultation meetings at 
Whitchurch Community Centre and St Augustines Church, I am 
writing to register my concerns and disapproval of the planned 
developments, with particular reference to the South Orbital 
Highway link and the proposed site of any link road with 
Whitchurch Lane. 
 
I believe that this proposal will have a serious and long-
lasting negative effect on the Green Belt south of Bristol and 
will lead to urban sprawl. This is clearly indicated in your 
own document entitled “Local Plan: Part 1 Green Belt 
Assessment: Whitchurch Strategic Development Location”. 
 
As a parent of a pupil attending Bridge Farm Primary School, 
my primary concerns are centred around the proposed ring road 
route adjoining Half Acre Lane and Whitchurch Lane, which the 
school grounds back onto. 
 
At present, Whitchurch Lane and the adjacent roads all 
currently have a 20mph speed limit. These are enforced for the 
safety of the children and local residents.  The roads are 
used for dropping off and picking up pupils as well as on 
weekends for those using the schools facilities for sporting 
and recreational activities. Increasing the speed limit to 
even 30mph as suggested, introducing more and varied traffic 
and restricting the amount of on-street parking in this area 
will have a major impact on road safety and the lives of the 
school’s pupils.  
 
This is compounded by an increase in road noise and air 
pollution around the site of a 630 place primary school. Air 
pollution already exceeds the National guidelines and it is 



estimated that the proposal will add an additional 5000 cars 
to already congested roads.   
 
The school has two busy crossing points on Whitchurch Lane as 
well as a school entrance on Half Acre Lane. Traffic flow has 
already been identified by Bristol City Council as a cause for 
concern, especially at peak times. In fact, Bristol City 
Councils own “South East Bristol and Whitchurch Transport 
Package Options Assessment Report” states that travel times 
heading along Whitchurch Lane will increase. Any proposal to 
funnel more varied traffic along this route will only compound 
matters further. 
 
In conclusion, the Local Plan 2016-2036 illustrates how the 
proposals will have a major negative impact on the green belt, 
the existing local residents, wildlife (and habitat), ecology, 
eco system, local services, traffic volumes and pollution. It 
compromises the health and safety of pupils and parents of 
Bridge Farm primary School and as such, I am fiercely opposed 
to such a proposal. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Miss Charlotte Veale 
 
 
Parent of Bridge Farm Primary School. 



  

Please note that names and comments will be published 

Respondent No.: 
Agent No.: 
Rep.: 

For official use only: 
Received:  
Acknowledged: 

Consultation on the B&NES Local Plan 
Options Document  (November 2018) 

COMMENTS 
FORM 

 
 

You are strongly encouraged to make your comments on-line via the 

Local Plan consultation portal www.bathnes.gov.uk/localplan2016-2036  

 
However, if you are using this form, please complete the form by filling in Part 1 with your 

contact details and use Part 2 for your response to the questions in the Options document. 
 

Please complete a separate form for each proposed policy approach/option you are 

commenting on using the unique reference numbers as set out in Chapters 3 - 8. 
 

Please send your completed form(s) using email to local_plan2@bathnes.gov.uk.  
Alternatively you can post the form to Planning Policy, Bath & North East Somerset 
Council, Lewis House, Manvers Street, Bath BA1 1JG. 
 

Your comments must be received by 7 January 2019 
 

Your comments will be used to inform the next stage of the Local Plan preparation.   

 

Part 1:  Contact details 
Email is the Council’s preferred method of communication and enables us to contact you 
quickly and efficiently.  Please also provide a postcode with details of your address. 

Personal Details Agent Details (if applicable) 

Title  Title Mr 

First Name  First Name Dan 

Surname  Surname Washington 

Job Title  
(only if 
applicable) 

 Job Title Director 

Organisation 
(only if 
applicable) 

Versant Developments and 
Homes Ltd 

Organisation 
BBA Architects and 
Planners 

Email  Email 
Dan.washington@bba-
architects.co.uk 

Address  Address Henrietta Mews 

   Bath 

    

Postcode  Postcode BA2 6LR 

Date  Date 03/01/2019 
 

Please tick 
I would like to be on the Planning Policy Mailing List and receive updates 
about future consultations on Planning Policy documents including the 
Local Plan.  I am aware that I can unsubscribe at any time. 

 



 

Please note that names and comments will be published 

Part 2:   

Which proposed policy approach/option in the Options document (November 2018) 
are you commenting on? BTH 2 
Please use the unique reference number by each policy approach/option. 

Please make your comments as succinct as possible.   

 

The West of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) will set the housing requirement for B&NES for the plan period 
to 2036. The JSP is yet to be adopted, but this currently indicates a requirement for B&NES to supply at least 
14,500 dwellings over the plan period.  Taking into account existing commitments this results in a requirement 
of at least an additional 4,700 new homes in the B&NES authority area. 

  

The submission draft JSP proposes around 3000 of the additional dwelling requirement in B&NES to be 
delivered from two Strategic Sites at Whitchurch and Keynsham.   The remainder of the additional requirement 
is to be provided through “urban living”, small windfalls and “non-strategic growth”.   

 

The JSP does not specify the housing delivery required from each of these components for each of the four 
authorities.  However, Topic Paper 2 which supports the JSP gives an indication of delivery from each 
component, and these are the numbers which have been used in the Local Plan Consultation Report.   

 

As the Consultation report itself stresses, the JSP is still subject to examination and therefore housing 
numbers may change.  Indeed, there are a significant number of objections to the current stated housing 
requirement figures and numbers are most likely to increase following the examination. Existing commitments 
may also not deliver the number of houses anticipated.  Therefore, the 300 dwelling figure for Bath will most 
likely need to be reviewed once the JSP is adopted and should not be seen as an absolute figure, nor a limit 
to development, if there are opportunities to develop suitable, available and achievable sites.  This is 
particularly important given that the supply of housing in Bath is projected to be less than the requirement in 
the Core Strategy (Consultation Report paragraph 4.3.2). 

 

The Consultation Report notes that the supply of housing for Bath can be accommodated through, amongst 
other things the “reappraisal of previously discounted sites”.  One such site which needs to be re-assessed is 
site ref D09a (land at Minster Way, Bathwick, Bath) from the Draft HELAA 2018.  The site was considered 
unsuitable due to its current designation within the Green Belt, AONB and a Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest. However, the dismissal of the site based on these designations fails to take into account the unique 
qualities of the site which mitigate its location within these blanket designations: 

• The site’s development would provide a logical extension to the city of Bath, continuing a line of 
development which is already established by neighbouring dwellings and the King Edward’s School 
buildings.   

• The site has the potential to provide development of around 38 dwellings which would enable the 
provision of a suitable amount of green infrastructure and its development would not compromise the 
setting of the City nor cause harm to the wider AONB.  

• The site is on the edge of a much larger nature conservation area and any development could include 
appropriate mitigation to ensure minimal impact on natural habitats. 

 

It is accepted that the NPPF states that Green Belt boundaries should only be altered in exceptional 
circumstances (Paragraph 136) and that policy making authorities need to demonstrate that they have fully 
examined “all other reasonable options for meeting its identified need” (Paragraph 137).  However, in this 
case, given the undersupply of delivery of dwellings in Bath, the constrained and limited opportunity for 
significant additional housing development within the city, limited release of contained sites within the Green 
Belt, such as Land at Minster Way, would be justified. 

 

Versant Developments have an option agreement with the landowner to development the site and would look 
to provide a policy compliant scheme in terms of energy efficiency, design and affordable housing provision. 

See our website for more information and to make your comments on-

line: www.bathnes.gov.uk/localplan   
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