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1.1

1.2 

1.4 

1. Non-technicalsummary 

I d it tnro uc on 

1.1.1	� TheExistingDwellings in theGreen Belt Supplementary Planning 

Document will providefurther information andguidanceabout 

replacement dwellings andresidential extensions in theGreen Belt, 

supplementingpolicies HG.14 andHG.15 of theBath & North East 

Somerse oc Pl .t L al	 an

1.1.2	� TheSPD will providefurther information on theinterpretation of these 

policies anddetails of howthey will beapplied. Onceadoptedthis SPD 

will bea material consideration in thedetermination of planning 

applications. 

1.1.3	� This document forms theSustainability Appraisal Report for this SPD. It 

includes an appraisal of theeffects of theDraft SPD. 

Ou meS me

1.2.1	� Sustainability Appraisals arenow an integral part of producingplanning 

do nts und r th an igan omp l rc t 2 04 (thecume e ePl nn dC usoryPu haseAc 0

Act). When preparingSPDs local authorities must alsomeet the 

req me f th rop anDi c v 0 142EC”n th ssmeuire nts o eEu e retie2 0 / / o easse nt 

of theeffects of certain plans andprogrammes on theenvironment‘ 

commonly known as theStrategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

tn	

Directive. 

1.2.2	� Overall it is consideredthat thedraft SPD will makea positive 

contribution tosustainabledevelopment. 

ttaetco

teporhn1.3 How toc mme tont ero

1.3.1	� TheCouncil welcomes your comments on this draft Sustainability 

Appraisal. Theseshouldbesent toplanning_policy@bathnes.gov.ukor 

thefollowingaddress by xxxxx 2008 at thelatest. 

CleoNewcombe-Jones
�
PlanningPolicy,PlanningServices
�
Bath&NorthEast Somerset Council
�
TrimbridgeHouse,Trim Street,
�
BathBA1 2DP
�
Tel: 01225-477617
�

xNe tS

1.4.1	� On adoption of theSPD a final Sustainability Appraisal Statement will be 

preparedwhichwill set out: 

o Any final changes toor deletions from theSPD in responsetothe 

information in theSA report; 

o Ways in whichresponses toconsultation on theSA havebeen 

taken intoaccount; 

o Reasons for choosingtheSPD as adopted,andwhy other 

reasonablealternatives wererejected;and 

o Confirmation of monitoringcriteria. 

step
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2.1

2.2

2.3 

2. Background 

PurposeoftheS st bi yApp saliraitlianau

2.1.1	� Thepurposeof this Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is topromote 

sustainabledevelopment throughtheintegration of sustainability 

considerations intothepreparation andadoption of theSPD. 

2.1.2 At th eo eSA,th uncil publish da Su n iieinitial stag f th eCo e staiablty 

App sal opn e ort. Th po t o eSA frame rkwhrai Sc igR p is re rt se ut th wo ich 

will beusedtotest theSPDs objectives andhelp toidentify themost 

sustainableapproachavailable. It alsoidentifies theissues that theLocal 

PlanningAuthority is seekingtoaddress throughtheSPD in order to 

achievesustainabledevelopment in theDistrict. 

mp	 ewi

2.2.1	� Sustainability Appraisals arenow an integral part of producingplanning 

do nts und r thePl nn dC usoryPu haseAc 0 4. Wh ncume e an igan omp l rc t 2 0 e

preparingSPDs local authorities must alsomeet therequirements of the 

StrategcEn i me tal ssme t ( retie2001/42/E ei vron n Asse n SEA)Di c v C. Th

SEA Dire ewas transpo din th vron nctiv se eUKby theEn i me tal 

t

Stateme t 1 :oc D v l me t F work mmunitien 2L al e eop n rame s andCo s and 

Lo o e nt‘ anceo staiabltyAp rai s onR goncal G v rnme s Guid n Su n ii p sal e i al 

Spati Strate is an oc D v l me t F work ichhal	 ge dL al e eop n rame s (2005) wh as 

ianc

Asse t of dProg s R l 0 4 applyingtoplans Pl ati s 2 0ssme an g onn s an ramme e u

andpro s witha significant e iro ntal effect. TheSEA programme nv nme cess 

is aimedat pro idingstrate ic alternativ s andco ntratev g e nce s more 

cifically on th iro ntal issue f sustainability. spe eenv nme s o

2.2.2 Th rd eSA pro d ut in Pl gPolis toth irt acco t opo s se nn yere ce ure an c

nd da combinedasse achinte ratingSEA andSA. nt approrecomme e ssme g

l

This report complies withtheSEA regulations. 

Co htheSEA Di itrec ve sl itegua onR/

tnitpropraAp eAssessme

2.3.1 Und r Article6(3) and(4) o eEECHabtats Di c ve f th i retie1992, 

AppropriateAssessment arerequiredwherea project or plan may give 

risetosignificant e cts upo Natura 2000 Site . Th rearea number offfe n ” s‘ e

thesesites in theDistrict.
�

2.3.2	� OnceadoptedtheSPD will bea material consideration in planning 

applications involvingproposals for householder extensions and 

replacement dwellings,but only for sites within theGreen Belt. TheSPD 

does not allocatetheuseof specific sites. As a consequencetheSPD is 

not likely tohaveany direct significant effect on sites of European 

importance,hencean AppropriateAssessment of thedraft SPD is 

considerednot toberequired. Natural Englandwas consultedin February 

2008 for their screeningreport… TBC 

ffoireB rtheSPD 

2.4.1 Natio an igPolc ud c n G e lts o s th e rnal Pl nn iyG iane2o re n Be utline ene dfo

local planningauthorities tomakeclear theapproachthat they will take 

in relation toextensions todwellings in theGreen Belt andthe 

circumstances under whichreplacement dwellings areacceptable. 

2.4.2	� TheSPD will set out detailedplanningguidancetosupplement theBath& 

NorthEast Somerset Local Plan (Adopted2007) policy on thelist of 

replacement dwellings andextensions toresidential properties in the 

Green Belt (Policies HG.14 andHG.15). 
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2.4.3 TheLocal Plan policies whichtheSPD will supplement areoutlinedbelow: 

PolicyHG.14oftheLocalPlan: 

Outsidethescopeof policies HG.4 andHG.6 

permission will only begiven for: 

i) therebuildingor replacement of existing 

dwellings,wherethereplacement or 

reconstructeddwellingandancillary 

buildings wouldnot bematerially larger,and 

wouldnot havea materially greater impact 

on thecountrysideor openness of theGreen 

Belt,than that tobereplaced;and 

ii) thecreation or extension of any residential 

curtilagewouldnot detract from rural 

character nor conflict withthepurposes of 

theGreen Belt. 

PolicyHG.15oftheLocalPlan: 

Proposals toextenda dwellingin theGreen Belt 

will bepermittedunless they would: 

i) represent a disproportionateaddition over 

andabovethesizeof theoriginal dwelling; 

ii) contributetoa deterioration in rural 

character as a result of thecumulativeeffect 

of dwellingextensions. 
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2.5 

AppraisalMethodology 

Approachadoptedtothis S st bi yApp saliraitlianau

2.5.1	� Themethodology for this appraisal was developedin accordancewith 

guidancepublishedby theODPM (nowDCLG)1 as outlinedin thetable 

below. In order tocarry out theSustainability Appraisal (SA) process 

effectively in an integratedmanner,theCouncil has establishedan SA 

Group. This Group consists of officers withspecialisedexpertisetocover 

Economic,Social andEnvironmental fields. TheSA Group workis ledby 

thePlanningPolicy Team andSA workshops wereheldparallel withthe 

SPD preparation process in order toappraisetheSPD as it was being 

drafted. 

rS stue1:K yT sks foaelT ba iprayAp saitlii bana ls 

StageA: Setting the context and objectives,establishing the baseline 

anddecidingthescope 

TaskA1: 

TaskA2: 

TaskA3: 

TaskA4: 

TaskA5: 

Identifyingother relevant plans,programmes andsustainability 

objectives 

Collectingbaselineinformation 

Identifyingsustainability issues andproblems 

DevelopingtheSA Framework 

Consultingon thescopeof theSA 

StageB: DevelopingandRefiningOptions andassessingeffects 

TaskB1: 

TaskB2: 

TaskB3: 

TaskB4: 

TaskB5: 

TaskB6: 

TestingtheSPD objectives against theSA framework 

DevelopingtheSPD options. 

Predictingtheeffects of thedraft SPD 

Evaluatingtheeffects of thedraft SPD 

Consideringways of mitigatingadverseeffects andmaximising 

beneficial effects. 

Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of 

implementingtheSPD. 

StageC: PreparingtheSustainability Appraisal Report 

TaskC1: PreparingSA Report 

StageD: Consultingon draft SPD andSA Report 

TaskD1: 

TaskD2: 

TaskD3: 

Public participation on theSA Report andthedraft SPD 

Assessingsignificant changes 

Makingdecisions andprovidinginformation 

StageE: Monitoringthesignificant effects of implementingtheSPD 

TaskE1: 

TaskE2: 

Finalisingaims andmethods for monitoring. 

Respondingtoadverseeffects. 

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies andLocal Development 
Frameworks (ODPM Nov2005) 

1 SustainabilityAppraisalofRegionalSpatialStrategies andLocalDevelopment Frameworks (ODPM 
Nov2005) 
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2.6 heSA S pigR

2.6.1	� StageA of themethodology has been undertaken andconsultation for 

theSA ScopingReport tookplacedin July 2007. Thereport was 

submittedtothefollowingconsultees: 

o EnglishHeritage 

o Environment Agency 

o Natural England 

o Government Officefor theSouthWest 

o Highways Agency 

2.6.2	� This draft SA report is alsobeingcirculatedtotheconsultees listed 

above. 

teporncoT

tuinaitofnorin2.7 Diffi s e dinc mpi gi ma norc rry golotncounerelitcu e

eassessme tnht

BaselnieData 

2.7.1	� Therewerenosignificant difficulties encounteredcompilingbaselinedata 

andinformation for theSustainability ScopingReport or this draft 

Sustainability Appraisal. Accessiblerecords areheldon theamount and 

natureof Green Belt landin thedistrict,on planningapplications and 

planningappeals whichrelatetoextensions andreplacement dwellings 

in theGreen Belt. Theserecords enabledbaselinedata tobecompiledas 

relevant tothis SPD. 

Comp	 n ti s farigOp on or theSPD 

2.7.2	� TheSPD expands on andprovides additional detail on theinterpretation 

of Local Plan policies whichrelatespecifically toextensions and 

replacement dwellings in theGreen Belt. It was difficult todistinguish 

theeffect of thetwooptions of (i) havingtheSPD or (ii) relyingon 

existingLocal Plan policy when consideringtheimpact on highlevel 

sustainability objectives. In many instances theimpact of theSPD on the 

sustainability objectives over andabovetheimpact of theLocal Plan 

policies was negligible. This comparison of options is outlinedin section 5 

of this draft SA. 

Moni	 n etie etorigtheEffc v n ss oftheSPD 

2.7.3	� As this SPD supplements existingLocal Plan policies whicharealready 

beingusedby theLocal PlanningAuthority it is anticipatedthat 

monitoringtheeffectiveness of theSPD will bedifficult. TheSPD should 

help withtheimplementation andenforcement of Local Plan policies 

HG.14 andHG.15 althoughthesepolicies wouldstill beutilisedwithout 

theexistenceof theSPD. It will bedifficult toseparatetheeffectiveness 

of theSPD andtheLocal Plan policies it supplements. 

2.7.4	� Furthermore,whileit is relatively straightforwardtomonitor quantitative 

measures of theeffectiveness of theSPD (e.g. numbers of applications 

anddetermination). It is moredifficult tomeasuretheeffectiveness of 

theSPD in terms of theclarity anddetail that it will offer to 

householders,planningofficers andplanningcommittees andthegreater 

consistency it shouldprovide. Theseissues will berevisitedin section 6 

of this draft SA wheremonitoringindicators for theSPD areproposed. 
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3.1

3.2

3.3 

3. Sustainabilityobjectives,baselineandcontext 

s,plans andprogrammes andsustainabilitys too rst gietraehteikn

sitec vejbo

3.1.1	� A reviewof all relevant plans,programmes andpolices has been carried 

out toestablishtheSA Frameworkfor theemergingB&NES Core 

Strategy andSiteAllocations DPD. This review was usedas thebasis for 

identifyingkey sustainability issues that arerelevant tothis SPD. Only 

thoseplans that aredirectly relevant totheemergingSPD andtothe 

sustainability effects this is likely tohavewerecarriedforwardtotheSA 

ScopingReport andthis draft SA. Detailedreviews werepresentedas 

part of theScopingReport andthekey finding idpens areset out in Ap xA. 

se ei maitonfnorinl
a
B

3.2.1	� Baselineinformation provides thebasis for predictingandmonitoring 

effects andhelps toidentify sustainability problems andissues. 

3.2.2	� Thebaselinedata collatedas part of theScopingReport has been 

extractedfrom a rangeof information sources andis summarisedin 

Ap xB. 

3.2.3	� Specific baselinedata in relation tothenumbers of appeals andplanning 

applications involvingproposals for replacement dwellings andextensions 

in theGreen Belt andthedetermination of theseapplications was 

collectedas part of theSA ScopingReport. This data will beusedas a 

baselinefor themonitoringcriteria. 

idpen

Mansust	 ms i

3.3.1	� TheSEA Directiverequires that environmental problems beidentifiedand 

analysedin an Environmental Report. This is incorporatedwithin this SA. 

Thekey sustainability issues thein relation totheSPD within B&NES 

i

havebeen identifiedas part of thepolicy andbaselinereview. 

3.3.2	� Themain sustainability issues in relation this SPD areas follows: 

o	 Preservingthesettingandspecial character of theCity of Bath,the 

town of Keynsham andthemany villages in therural areas of Bath& 

NorthEast Somerset 

o	 Protectingrural character 

o	 Maintainingandenhancinglandscapecharacter andlocal
�
distinctiveness
�

o	 Maintainingtheopenness of theGreen Belt 

o	 Maintainingandenhancingenvironmental quality,andwildlifeinterest 

in theGreen Belt 

o	 Promotingtheefficient useof previously developed(brownfield) land 

o	 Facilitatingappropriateresidential development in theGreen Belt 

(solely in terms of extensions andreplacement dwellings) whichmeets 

theneeds of residents 

o	 Makingthebest useof existingresources includingempty or under-

usedhousing 

o	 Theneedtomitigateandtoadapt totheeffects of climatechange 

o	 Consideringtheneedtoimproveexistingsubstandardaccess ontothe 

truckroadnetwork 

eroniit tporun ep
it
lii bana yo s a dp bl idefd iten
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3.4 heSA F mewo

3.4.1	� TheSustainability Appraisals Frameworkfor theemergingCoreStrategy 

was usedas themain startingpoint for draft objectives for theSPD. The 

Frameworkwas reassessedaccordingtothereviews of thepolicies, 

baselineinformation andkey sustainability issues. 

3.4.2	� Tablebelowwill beusedtoassess therelativeperformanceof each 

option andobjective. 

krraT

SA o sitec vejb

SEA/SA Obj itec ves 

Objective1 Improveaccessibility tocommunity facilities andlocal 

services 

Objective2 Improvethehealthandwell-beingof all communities 

Objective3 Meet identifiedneeds for sufficient andhighquality 

housing 

Objective4 Increaseavailability of affordableandspecific needs 

housing 

Objective5 Promotestronger andmorecohesivecommunities 

Objective6 Reduceanti-social behaviour,crimeandthefear of 

crime 

Objective7 Improvetheavailability andprovision of training 

Objective8 Ensurecommunities haveaccess toa widerangeof 

employment opportunities 

Objective9 Enablelocal businesses toprosper 

Objective 

10 

Promotevibrant city,town,local andvillagecentres 

Objective 

11 

Increaseavailability of local produceandmaterials 

Objective 

12 

Ensureeveryonehas access tohighquality and 

affordablepublic transport andpromotecyclingand 

walking 

Objective 

13 

Reducetheneedanddesiretotravel by car 

Objective 

14 

Protect andenhancelocal distinctiveness 

Objective 

15 

Protect andenhancethedistrict‘s historic environment 

Objective 

16 

Encourageandprotect habitats andbiodiversity. 

Objective 

17 

Protect andenhancethedistrict‘s cultural assets 

Objective 

18 

Reducepollution andgreenhousegas emissions 

Objective 

19 

Encouragesustainableconstruction 

Objective 

20 

Ensurethedevelopment of sustainableand/or local 

energy sources andenergy infrastructure 

Objective 

21 

Reducevulnerability to,andmanagefloodrisk 

Objective 

22 

Encouragecareful andefficient useof natural resources 

Objective 

23 

Promotewastemanagement accordancewiththewaste 

hierarchy (Reduce,ReuseandRecycle) 

Draft Sustainability Appraisal 
ExistingDwellings in theGreen Belt SPD 

February 2008 v1 

7 



4.1

4. DraftSPD objectives 

Compatibilitytest: SPD Ob sitec vej

4.1.1	� It is important for theobjectives of theSPD tobein accordancewith 

sustainability principles. Theobjectives shouldbetestedfor compatibility 

withtheSA objectives. This will help in refiningtheSPD objectives as 

well as in identifyingoptions. TheSPD objectives alsoneedtobe 

consistent witheachother,andtheSA objectives will beoneway of 

checkingfor this. Wherethereis conflict between objectives,theLPA will 

needtoreacha decision on priorities. 

4.1.2 SPD Obj sitec ve

SPD ObjectiveA: Toprovideclear guidanceon approachthat theLPA 

will takein relation toextensions todwellings in the 

Green Belt andthecircumstances under which 

replacement dwellings areacceptable 

SPD ObjectiveB: Resist inappropriatedevelopment in theGreen Belt 

SPD ObjectiveC: Toprotect,maintain andenhancetheopenness of the 

Green Belt 

SPD ObjectiveD: Toprotect,maintain andenhancerural character 

gCS icorn :i itr era

Symb lo Comp ita biliites 

√ Potential Compatibility 

- Neutral 

x Potential Conflict 

SPD Obj itec ves 

ObjectiveA ObjectiveB ObjectiveC ObjectiveD 

S
A

 O
b

j
 

it
 

e
c

 v
e
s
 

Objective1 √ - - -

Objective2 - - - -

Objective3 √/x √/x - -

Objective4 - - - -

Objective5 √ - - -

Objective6 - - - -

Objective7 - - - -

Objective8 - - - -

Objective9 - x - -

Objective10 - √ - √ 
Objective11 - - - -

Objective12 - - - -

Objective13 - - - -

Objective14 √ √ √ √ 
Objective15 √ √ √ √ 
Objective16 √ √ √ √ 
Objective17 √ √ √ √ 
Objective18 - - - -

Objective19 √ √ - -

Objective20 - - - -

Objective21 - - - -

Objective22 √ √ - -

Objective23 √ √ - -
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4.1.3	� TheObjectives outlinedrelatetoLocal Plan policies HG.14 andHG.15 as 

well as theSPD whichsupplements these. ObjectiveA relates more 

specifically totheSPD. Thetableshows that themajority of theSPD and 

SA objectives areneutral or compatible. Therearetwoinstances where 

theSPD objectives arepotentially in conflict withtheSA Objectives. 

4.1.4	� National Green Belt policy generally promotes sustainabledevelopment, 

andthis is reflectedin this appraisal. 

4.1.5	� SPD objectiveA scores positively in terms of providinga local service(SA 

objective1) andpromotingstronger communities (SA objective5) as the 

SPD itself will provideinformation andguidancefor thepublic. In 

providingclearer guidancetheSPD will alsocontributetolocal 

distinctiveness,biodiversity,enhancingcultural assets,protectingthe 

historic environment. By providingsomesustainableconstruction 

principles theSPD can contributepositively toSA objectives 19,22 and 

23. 

4.1.6	� For SPD objectiveA,theremay besomeconflict in relation tothe 

provision of housing,as theSPD will clarify theLocal Plan policies and 

this in turn may act toconstrain certain types of residential development. 

It is not consideredthat theSPD will impact on theprovision of 

affordablehousingprovision particularly as someexemption is offeredin 

Local Plan policy GB.1. 

4.1.7	� SPD objectiveB relates toresistinginappropriateresidential development 

in thegreen belt. This objectivescores positively against many of theSA 

objectives as restriction of development in theGreen Belt shouldassist in 

promotingcities,towns andvillagecentres for development thus 

contributingtogreater accessibility toservices andmoresustainable 

modes of transport. However,by resistinginappropriateresidential 

development in theGreen Belt it is recognisedthat theremay bea 

potential conflict withlive-workdevelopment whichis currently classified 

as residential. In addition tothis thereis somepotential conflict with 

housingprovision. 

4.1.8	� SPD objectives C andD relatetosafeguardingtheopenness of thegreen 

belt andprotecting,enhancingandpromotingrural character will help 

local d e ss andth te n o ed s historic istinctiv ne epro ctio f th istrict‘

environment.
�

Draft Sustainability Appraisal 
ExistingDwellings in theGreen Belt SPD 

February 2008 v1 

9 



5.1 

5.2

5. SPD issues andoptions 

Mainstrategicoptions consideredandhow theywerei idefd iten

5.1.1	� Thedraft SPD has been preparedtosupplement thepolicy in theadopted 

Local Plan (Adopted2007) thereforehas totaketheadoptedLocal Plan 

policy as thebaseline. This draft SA will examinetheway theSPD 

supplements theLocal Plan policy andnot thepolicy itself. 

5.1.2	� Thekey aim of a SA is toconsider andappraisetherangeof options 

availableandtoevaluatehow theSPD can improveon thecurrent 

baselinesituation. Duringthedevelopment of theSPD,twooptions were 

considered: 

5.1.3 Op n1: B si ss as Usu

relies solely on theexistingLocal Plan Policies HG.14 andHG.15. 

laneuito . Donot producean SPD. This option 

5.1.4 Op n2: P

on howthelocal planningauthorities will interpret anduseLocal Plan 

Policies HG.14 andHG.15 tomakeclear theapproachtheLPA will takein 

relation toextensions todwellings in theGreen Belt andthe 

circumstances under whichreplacement dwellings areacceptable. 

5.1.5	� Noother realistic options havebeen identified. 

dro ucito eanSPD. Providefurther information andguidance 

mp esust	 eo

5.2.1	� Thesetwooptions weretestedagainst thedraft SA objectives in order to 

identify thepreferredoption. Eachoption is appraisedusinga series of 

symbols toindicatelevels of positiveor negativeeffects: 

gC

iar

S icorn

Co sonofth htcitlii bana yeffe	 s oft sitp on

:i itr era

Symb lo Lik leyeffecta igansttheSA Obj itec ve 

++ Very positive 

+ Positive 

0 Neutral 

? Uncertain of impact or insufficient information on whichtodetermine 

- Negative 

-- Very Negative 

SPD obj itec ves 

SEA/SA Obj itec ves Opiton1 

Business as Usual 

Opiton2 

Producean SPD 

Short 

term 

Mediu 

m term 

Long 

term 

Short 

term 

Medi 

um 

term 

Long 

term 

Objective1 Improveaccessibility to 

community facilities andlocal 

services 

0 0 0 + + + 

Objective2 Improvethehealthandwell-being 

of all communities 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective3 Meet identifiedneeds for sufficient 

andhighquality housing 
-/+ -/+ -/+ -/+ -/+ -/+ 

Objective4 Increaseavailability of affordable 

andspecific needs housing 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective5 Promotestronger andmore 

cohesivecommunities 
0 0 0 + + + 

Objective6 Reduceanti-social behaviour, 

crimeandthefear of crime 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective7 Improvetheavailability and 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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provision of training 

Objective8 Ensurecommunities haveaccess 

toa widerangeof employment 

opportunities 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective9 Enablelocal businesses toprosper ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Objective10 Promotevibrant city,town,local 

andvillagecentres 
+ + + ++ ++ ++ 

Objective11 Increaseavailability of local 

produceandmaterials 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective12 Ensureeveryonehas access to 

highquality andaffordablepublic 

transport andpromotecyclingand 

walking 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective13 Reducetheneedanddesireto 

travel by car 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective14 Protect andenhancelocal 

distinctiveness 
+ + + ++ ++ ++ 

Objective15 Protect andenhancethedistrict‘s 

historic environment 
+ + + ++ ++ ++ 

Objective16 Encourageandprotect habitats 

andbiodiversity. 
+ + + + + + 

Objective17 Protect andenhancethedistrict‘s 

cultural assets 
+ + + + + + 

Objective18 Reducepollution andgreenhouse 

gas emissions 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective19 Encouragesustainable 

construction 
0 0 0 + + + 

Objective20 Ensurethedevelopment of 

sustainableand/or local energy 

sources andenergy infrastructure 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective21 Reducevulnerability to,and 

managefloodrisk 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

Objective22 Encouragecareful andefficient use 

of natural resources 
0 0 0 + + + 

Objective23 Promotewastemanagement 

accordancewiththewaste 

hierarchy (Reduce,Reuseand 

Recycle) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

he 

itp onfpree

gt

rredo

5.3.1	� Bothoptions havenoimpact on a significant number of thesustainability 

objectives. Muchdepends on theimplementation of thepolicy rather 

than thecontents of thepolicy/SPD. 

5.3.2	� Duetothenatureof theSPD it often difficult todistinguishtheeffect of 

thetwooptions when consideringtheimpact on highlevel sustainability 

objectives. In many instances theimpact of theSPD on thesustainability 

objectives over andabovetheimpact of theLocal Plan policies was 

negligible. 

Positiv	 mp ts of ti s onthesu n ii etieei ac theop on staiabltyobjc v s 

5.3.3	� Someof thesustainability objectives that theoptions werelikely tohave 

a positiveimpact on arecommentedon below: 

i bana5.3 How sust nhoodereonreitli yissu s weec si dinc si

5.3.4 itec vejOb

for thepublic over andaboveLocal Plan policies HG.14 andHG.15. 
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5.3.5 

5.3.6 

5.3.7 

5.3.8 

5.4

5.5

Ob

HG.15 andtheSPD contributepositively tothepromotion of city,town 

andvillagecentres. 

itec vej s 10: Green Belt policy includingLocal Plan Policies HG.14, 

Ob

HG.14,HG.15 andtheSPD contributepositively tolocal distinctiveness 

andtheprotection of thesettingof historic settlements. 

itec vej s 14& 15: Green Belt policy includingLocal Plan Policies 

Ob

biodiversity andtheenhancement of cultural assets. Thecountrysideis 

consideredtobea cultural asset. 

itec vej s 16& 17: Bothoptions will contributepositively to 

Ob s 19

tocontributetosustainability objectives 19,22 and23 over andabove 

theLocal Plan policies HG.14 andHG.15. 

5.3.9	� Referencetosustainableconstruction andefficient useof natural 

resources is mentionedin thedraft SPD. This referencewas addedafter 

this opportunity was flaggedup in theSPD by a member of theSA Group. 

Specifically thedraft SPD mentions that for replacement dwellings that 

prio iv urag	 f an e we” rity will beg en toenco ingthereuseo xistingd lling 

whe ssible andth e rts tore ee rialsrepo ‘ at ”ffo useth xistingbuildingmate

will beenco e ‘ is is alsoin k e eCo s wasteurag d. Th e pingwithth uncil‘

hierarchy. 

Poten all e atiei ac theop on staiabltyobjc v sti yn g v mp ts of ti s onthesu n ii etie

5.3.10	� BothproducingtheSPD andtheBusiness as Usual approachmay conflict 

,itec vej 22& 23: TheSPD does offer somelimitedopportunities 

itec vjwithhousingprovision (Ob e3) andpotentially adaptations 

itec vjassociatedwithliveworkunits (Ob e9) . This is duetothe 

restrictivenatureof Green Belt policy in relation todevelopment. It is 

consideredthat thewider sustainability benefits outweighany possible 

disadvantages. 

ai it tga osedmi nme suPropo

5.4.1	� TheSA Report must includemeasures toprevent,reduceor offset 

significant adverseeffects of implementingtheSPD. By identifyingareas 

of potential conflict theseissueareflaggedup at theearliest stage. There 

arenospecific mitigation measures proposedas it is consideredthat 

individual cases can beassessedat theplanningapplication stage. 

5.4.2	� Thebenefits of theSPD can bemaximisedby workingclosely withthe 

Development Management team andtheDevelopment Control 

Committeetoimprovethecommon understandingandapplication of the 

guidance. 

sre

tcEffe

5.5.1	� TheSA has successfully assistedin thepreparation of theSPD by 

identifyingareas of opportunity for theSPD topromotesustainable 

development. TheSA shows that overall theSPD is likely tohave 

beneficial effects on thesustainability objectives identifiedin the 

framework. 

s oftheSPD 
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6.1

6.2 

6. Implementation 

Proposals formonitoring 

6.1.1	� A requirement of theSA process is that theLPAs monitor andaddress 

throughremedial action,any negativeeffects resultingfrom the 

implementation of an SPD. TheLPA will initially monitor theeffects of the 

SPD throughthestatutory planningapplication process andwill report 

themonitoringcriteria as part of theAnnual MonitoringReport. 

6.1.2	� Themonitoringcriteria whichwill beincluded: 

o	 Annual figures for thenumber of applications for household 

extensions andreplacement dwellings in theGreen Belt (including 

withdrawn applications) 

o	 Annual figures for thepercentageof theaboveas a percentageof all 

applications 

o	 Annual figures for thedetermination of theseapplications (% 

permitted/refused) 

6.1.3	� Additional monitoringcriteria whichcouldbeincluded: 

o	 Annual figures for thenumber of appeals relatingtohousehold 

extensions andreplacement dwellings andextensions in theGreen 

Belt 

o	 Annual figures for thepercentageof theaboveas a percentageof all 

appeals 

o	 Feedbackon useof SPD from Development Management Team 

6.1.4	� Themonitoringcriteria aboveattempt toreconciletheneedtousedata 

whichis readily available,whileat thesametimeconsider the 

effectiveness of theSPD as a tool toassist withtheimplementation of 
existingpolicies andprovidegreater clarity. 

xNe tS

6.2.1 P nsultatio e e n th i n weig ntheublic Co n will beund rtak n o eExstigD lln s i

Gre nBet SPDandth raf staiabltyAp rai R pe l is d t Su n ii p sal e ort. We 

welcomeyour views on thesedocuments. Comments must bereceived 

within theformal six-weekconsultation periodendingon: 

step

6.2. xxMay2008 

6.2.3	� Thedocument will subsequently proceedtoadoption andshould 

eventually becomepart of theLocal Development Framework. 

6.2.4	� TheCouncil welcomes your comments on this draft Sustainability 

Appraisal. Theseshouldbesent toplanning.policy@bathnes.gov.ukor 

thefollowingaddress by xx May 2008 at thelatest: 

CleoNewcombe-Jones 

PlanningPolicy,PlanningServices 

Bath&NorthEast Somerset Council 

TrimbridgeHouse,Trim Street, 

BathBA1 2DP 

Tel: 01225-477288 
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Ap xA: S mmayo tp s a

yP De s o lreevanc

n

fl

lan

ita

lreevanfruidpen

eK

dst sitraege

icylo etothep na dSA nla

icyP loI i lt tnerna ona Theaim of theHabitats Directiveis to 

createa coherent European ecological 
§	 EUDirective79/409/EEC on the 

networkknown as Natura 2000. It requires 
conservation of WildBirds European 

member states totakenecessary measures 
Commissi 

§	 EUDirectiveon theConservation of 

Natural Habitats of WildFauna and 

flora (theHabitats Directive1992) 

§	 TheConvention on Biological 

Diversity,RiodeJaneiro1992 

§	 ManagingNatura 2000 sites The 

provisions of Article6 of the 

”Habitats‘Directive92/43/EEC 

tomaintain/ restorehabitats andspecies‘ 

populations,maintain Special Protection 

Areas (SPAs) andSpecial Areas of 

Conservation (SACs) at favourablestatus 

anddevelop national biodiversity strategy. 

AppropriateAssessments must becarried 

out for any plan or project not directly 

connectedwithor necessary for the 

management of thesites but likely tohave 

a significant effect thereon,either 

individually or in combination withother 

plans or projects,shouldbesubject to 

appropriateassessment of its implications 

for thesitein view of thesite‘s conservation 

objective. 

Theaim of theHabitats Directiveis to 

createa coherent European ecological 

networkknown as Natura 2000. It requires 

member states totakenecessary measures 

tomaintain/restorehabitats andspecies‘ 

populations,maintain Special Protection 

Areas (SPAs) andSpecial Areas of 

Conservation (SACs) at favourablestatus 

anddevelop national biodiversity strategy. 

icyP loi ltonaNa

§	 PPS1: DeliveringSustainable 

National Policy (suchas UKSustainable 

Development Strategy,DEFRA Rural 

Strategy,PPS1 DeliveringSustainable 
Development (andsupplement to 

Development,PPG15 Planningandthe 
this) 

Historic Environment,PPG16 Archaeology
§	 PPG2: Green Belts 

andPlanning,PPG17 Planningfor Open 
§ Town &Country PlanningGreen 

Space,Sport andRecreation) aims to 
Belt Direction (ODPM,2005) 

balancesocial progress andeconomic 
§	 PPS3: Housing 

developme
§	 PPS7: SustainableDevelopment in 

natural andbuilt env

nt withtheprotection of the 

ironment. 
Rural Areas 

§	 PPG15: PlanningandHistoric 

Environment Community andLocal 

G rnment ove

§	 PPG16: Archaeology andPlanning 

Community andLocal Government 

§	 PPG17 Planningfor Open Space, 

Sport andRecreation andAssessing 

needs andopportunities: a 

companion guidetoPPG17 

§	 StreamliningLocal Development 

Frameworks (DCLGConsultation 

Draft November 2007) 

lteeePPG2: Gr nB

intentions of green belt policy,reaffirms the 

specific purposes of includinglandin green 

belts,specifies objectives for theuseof land 

in Green Belts andconfirms that Green 

Belts must beprotectedas far as can be 

seen ahead. 

PPG2 maintains thepresumption against 

inappropriatedevelopment within Green 

Belts andrefines thecategories of 

appropriatedevelopment,includingmaking 

provision for thefutureof major existing 

s sets thegeneral 
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developedsites andrevisingpolicy on the 

re-useof buildings. 

Part 3 of PPG2 outlines thepresumption 

against inappropriatedevelopment,defines 

when theconstruction of new buildings is 

not inappropriate(includingalteration or 

extension toexistingbuildings) andgives 

details of wherethere-useof buildings is 

not inappropriate. 

nnlveopPPS7: S st eDe me tili bana

ea

u

ArluraR s 

PPS7 outlines of government‘s objectives 

relevant tosustainabledevelopment in rural 

areas. 

PPS7 alsooutlines thegovernment policy in 

relation toplanningfor housingin rural 

areas,there-useof buildings in the 

countrysideandreplacement of buildings in 

thecountryside 

§ Planningfor a SustainableFuture 

WhitePaper (2007) DCLG(for 

consultation) 

§	 Changes toPermitted 

Development. Consultation Paper 

1:PermittedDevelopment Rights 

for Householder Microgeneration 

§	 Changes toPermitted 

Development. Consultation Paper 

2:PermittedDevelopment Rights 

for Householders 

torace,eoiannn

itecrea onan

PPG17Pl gfrOp nSp Sp

dR

PPG17 asks LPAs toproactively plan for the 

protection andenhancement of valued 

green spacein towns andcities,including 

efficient andeffectivecountryside. 

Planningfor a SustainableFutureAnnex B: 

Scheduleof Government Responses tothe 

Barker Report -Recommendation 9. States 

that thegovernment is committedtothe 

principles of theGreen Belt andwill make 

nofundamental changetopolicy in this 

area in current policy reform. 

TheWhitePaper alsosuggests theremoval 

of theblanket requirement for SA for SPDs. 

Aims toencouragetheresidential take-up 

of microgeneration in order tomeet a 

significant proportion of our futureenergy 

needs. 

Theconsultation paper on Permitted 

Development Rights for Householders 

suggests that extensions arethemost 

common typeof householder development 

bothin terms of what is permitted 

development anddevelopment which 

requires planningapplication. 

Considers thecurrent system tobe 

regulatingdevelopment that has noimpact 

beyondthehost property. It is also 

explicitly acknowledgedthat thecurrent 
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frameworkof householder PD rights is 

basedon arbitrary sizeandvolumebased 

approach,anomalous in terms of impact as 

towhat is andis not permitted. 

Theconsultation paper proposes 12 limits 

for extensions relatingtocriteria suchas: 

depthof extension;eaves,ridgeandroof 

pitchheight of extension;maximum 

coverageof garden area;useof materials 

andvisibility of extension from highway or 

from principleelevation. 

Theconsultation paper alsostates that roof 

extensions arethesecondmost common 

typeof householder development andare 

particularly prevalent in urban areas. 

Changes totheGDPOrelatingtoroof 

extensions androof alterations arealso 

suggested. 

Changes toArticle4 directions arealso 

suggested. 

R i legona P loicy 

§ Joint Replacement StructurePlan 

Policy 16 of theJoint Replacement Structure 

Plan reaffirms thepurposeof theBristol-

BathGreen Belt whichareto: (1) checkthe 

unrestrictedsprawl of theBristol 

conurbation andBath;(2) assist in 

safeguardingthesurroundingcountryside 

from encroachment;(3) prevent 

neighbouringtowns from mergingintoone 

another;(4) preservethesettingand 

special character of villages,towns and 

historic cities &(5) Assist in urban 

regeneration. 

§ RPG10 Policy SS.4 of RPG10 confirms that Green 

Belts in theregion shouldcontinuetofulfil 

thepurposes set out in PPG2. 

§ Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for 

theSouthWest (March2007) 

Thedraft RSS states that theregions 

landscape,countryside,historic 

environment andcoast havecategories 

whichdefinethecharacter of theSouth 

West (para 1.6.15). Thedraft RSS also 

states that development in open 

countryside,particularly of housing,will be 

strictly controlledin accordancewith 

national guidanceandother policies in the 

draft RSS (para 3.4.3). 

L loca P loicy 

§ Bath&NorthEast Somerset Local 

Plan includingminerals andwaste 

Adopted2007 

TheLocal Plan defines somekey local 

policies: 

§ Thesettlement classification for the 

district includingfor rural settlements 

(policy SC.1). 

§ Policy in relation tothere-useof rural 

buildings (ET.9). 
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§	 Bath&NorthEast Somerset - City 

of BathWorldHeritageSite 

Management Plan (2003-2009) 

§	 Cotswolds Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty Management Plan 

(under review - July 2007) 

§	 Mendip Hills AONB Management 

Plan 2004 œ 2009 

§	 ”BE: Better for Everyone- The 

Community Strategy for Bath& 

NorthEast Somerset 2004 and 

beyond‘ 

§	 Bath&NorthEast Somerset‘s 

Statement of Community 

Involvement Adopted2007 

§	 Policy in relation toresidential curtilages 

(HG.11). 

§	 Policy in relation toreplacement dwellings 

(HG.14). 

§	 Policy in relation tohouseholder 

development in theGreen Belt (HG.15). 

§	 Relevant Green Belt policies (GB.1 & 

GB.2). 

Main aims of theCity of BathWorld 

HeritageSiteManagement Plan (2003-

2009) areto: 

§	 Promotesustainablemanagement of the 

WorldHeritageSite; 

§	 Ensurethat theuniquequalities and 

outstandinguniversal values of theWorld 

HeritageSiteareunderstoodandare 

sustainedin thefuture; 

§	 Sustain theoutstandinguniversal values 

of theWorldHeritageSitewhilst 

maintainingandpromotingBathas a 

livingandworkingcity whichbenefits 

from thestatus of theWorldHeritage 

Site; 

§	 Improvephysical access and 

interpretation,encouragingall peopleto 

enjoy andunderstandtheWorldHeritage 

Site; 

§	 Improvepublic awareness of andinterest 

andinvolvement in theheritageof Bath, 

achievinga common local,national and 

international ownership of WorldHeritage 

Sitemanagement. 

TheCotswoldAONB management plan 

outlines thevision for planningand 

development/thehistoric environment and 

thelivingandworkinglandscapein the 

CotswoldAONB,forces for changeand 

objectives andpolicies. 

TheMendip AONB management plan 

provides a snapshot,a vision,objectives 

andpolicies for Mendip AONB. 

TheLocal Government Act 2000 requires 

every local authority topreparea 

Community Strategy. Community 

Strategies aredesignedtoimprovethe 

quality of lifeof local communities by 

linkingtheactions of councils withthoseof 

other public,privateandvoluntary sector 

organisations. 

Outlines how Bath&NorthEast Somerset 

will consult on SPDs andassociated 

Sustainability Appraisals. Must bereadin 

conjunction withtheTown& Country 

Planning(LocalDevelopment)(England) 
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R leguations,2004. This SCIhas not yet 

§ HousingStrategy 2005 œ 2010 

B&NES 

§ BathCity-wideCharacter Appraisal 

SPD,2005 (supplementary tothe 

BathLocal Plan) 
§	 ‘Rural Landscapes of Bath&North 

East Somerset œ A Landscape 

Character Assessment‘(2003) SPG 

been adopted. 

Relevant strategic objectives from the 

HousingStrategy are: 

(1)AffordableHousing: Tomaximisethe 

supply of affordablehousingtomeet the 

needs of local people;promotingand 

maintainingsustainablebalanced 

communities;andrecognisingthesupport 

requirements of individuals for specialist 

accommodation. 

(2) Planning&Empty Homes: Makingbest 

useof thelocal andstrategic planning 

process;identifyingassemblingand 

bringingforwardandsuitabledevelopment 

sites tomeet local needs across all tenures; 

andmakingthebest useof existing 

resources includingempty or under-used 

housingandother property. 

Bath&NorthEast Somerset has a richand 

diverserangeof landscapes. 

Aims toidentify character andinform 

decisions followingtheBathcity-wide 

character appraisal. 

Overarchingobjectiveof maintainingand 

enhancinglandscapecharacter andlocal 

distinctiveness. 
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Ap xB: B se ed

Baselinedata gives a pictureof thecurrent situation andprovides thebasis for 

predictingandmonitoringtheeffects of theSPD. It alsohelps toidentify 

sustainability issues andalternativeways of dealingwiththem. Baselinedata has 

been collectedfor thecriteria requiredby theSEA DirectiveandtheUKSEA 

Regulations. Information collectedwas primarily focusedon thesocial, 

environmental andeconomic characteristics of thearea that relatetotheissues 

tobetackledin theSPDs. Baselineinformation includes data influencedby a 

number of factors beyondspatial policies. 

taainlaidpen

Gr nB

TheBristol/BathGreen Belt was designatedin 1966 in theGloucestershireand 

Somerset County Development Plans. Theformer Avon area includes 60,760 

hectares of designatedGreen Belt land,over 57% of thetotal Green Belt 

designatedfor thewholeof theSouthWest. 21,440 hectares of this is within the 

B&NES area. 

lteee

troatrtaleeeht
f
E txen
lnera
Map1: Ge to eGr nB tinB h& No hE stS mese

apedannh lc aeoogitr age,C l ltu ura He Ar ya dL sc

Thirty seven separateconservation areas havebeen designatedin B&NES since 

1968. Thetotal area coveredby conservation area status amounts tosome2,310 

hectares. Theentirecity of Bathwas designatedby UNESCOas a WorldHeritage 

sitein 1987. B&NES has approximately 6,400 listedbuildings andstructures in its 

area of which5000 liewithin theCity of Bath. 

Many of thesettlements within theGreen Belt alsocontain conservation areas; 

thereis significant overlap of thesedesignations. 
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Map2: CityofBathWorldHeritageSiteandConservationAreas inBath& NorthEast

Somerset


Bath&No ast So rse s Site nume co erthE me t‘ s andMo nts Re rd(SMR) is a cumulativ

recordof all known archaeological sites,monuments andhistoric landscape 

features in B&NES. Thereareover 5,000 entries in thedatabaserelatingto 

monuments andsites,andover 2,000 entries relatingtoarchaeological 

investigations carriedout over thepast 100 years. 

84 sites areprotectedas ScheduledAncient Monuments under theAncient 

Monuments andArchaeological Areas Act,1979. 

LandscapeCharacter Appraisals has been carriedout followinglandscape 

assessments andlandscapecharacter areas havebeen identified. 

Map3: LandscapeCharacterAreas inBath& NorthEastSomerset 
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ForestofAvonandAONBDesignations 

Part of theMendip Hills AONB andtheCotswoldAONB alsoliewithin thedistrict. 

Only 37% of theGreen Belt is AONB designatedhowever moresignificantly 82% 

of theAONB is within theGreen Belt. 

TheMendip Hills AONB was designatedin 1972. Characteristic of theMendips is 

theopen landscapecomprisingsteep,usually woodedslopes anda roughly 

undulatingplateau. Thehills areof Carboniferous limestoneorigin andthin,dry 

soils restrict farmingwithpastureandforestry dominating. Within theDistrict are 

thesteep,northern scarp slopes andtheupper reaches of theRiver Chewalong 

theChew Valley andBlagdon Lakes. 

TheCotswolds AONB was designatedin 1966. Designation of thesouthern 

extension was approvedin 1990 andsurrounds Bathtothenorth,east andsouth 

largely followingtheGreen Belt boundary. Its outstandinglandscapequalities are 

its visual unity,its uniquevernacular architecture,its reputation as a rural idyll 

andits immensescenic diversity. 

TheForest of Avon is oneof 12 Community Forests in England. When it was 

establishedin theearly 1980s theboundary was drawn toencompass Bristol and 

a wideswath f ” e. t co e uaremile undBristoeo urban fring ‘ I v rs 221 sq s in andaro l. 

In B&NES theboundary was extendedin 2006 toincludethewholeof theDistrict 

except for thoseparts designatedas Mendip Hills andCotswolds AONBs. 

Map4: ForestofAvonandAONBDesignations inBath& NorthEastSomerset 

Biodiversity 

A number of sites in theDistrict aredesignatedfor their internationally important 

wildlifeand/or habitat;theseareadditionally Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSIs). 

ChewValley LakeSpecial Protection Area is recognisedfor its international 

importancefo s andNatural E landh e da ' r' ar migratingbird ng as id ntifie buffe are

aroundtheLakeaccordingly. 

CombeDo ampto s fo f th Bath&Brad rd n-Avonwn andBath n Mine rm part o e” fo -o

Bats SAC‘ mpto reMineis a co ne f th o merset. Co n Martin Och mpo nt siteo eN rthSo

andMendip Bats SAC. Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) areareas whichhave 

bee iv n spe te n und r th uro an Unio s Habitats Dire en g e cial pro ctio e eE pe n' ctiv . 
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Greater HorseshoeBats area primary reason for selection of bothsites together 

withBechsteins bats for theBath&Bradford-on-Avon SAC andLesser Horseshoe 

Bats for theNorthSomerset andMendips Bats SAC. Thesebats areprotected 

under UKlawandEuropean Directive. 

SSSIs aredesignatedby Natural Englandandareof national importancefor their 

flora,fauna or geological interest. Therearecurrently 22 SSSIs within the 

District. 

troatrntaMap5: SSSIs inB ha dNo hE stS mese

tnlveopwn dDe meile
f
roB

Previously-developedland,often calledbrownfieldland,is landthat was 

developedbut is nowvacant or derelict,andlandcurrently in usewithknown 

potential for redevelopment. 

Thenational target is that 60% of additional housingshouldbeprovidedon 

previously developedlandandthroughconversions of existingbuildings by 2008. 

TheSouthWest region RPG10 sets a target of 50% for BathandNorthEast 

Somerset whichis incorporatedin theB&NES Local Plan (1996-2011). 

In 2005/06,55% of additional housingwas built on previously developedland. 

Cumulatively,49% of thedwellings completedduringtheperiod1996-2006 have 

been providedon previously developedland. 

Withregardbrownfielddevelopment,referenceshouldbemadetoPPS23 

regardingtheneedfor appropriateassessment / remediation requirements of 

potential developments toensuretheprotection of controlledwaters. 

ianagenTopographya dDr

TheDistrict is drainedprimarily by theriver Avon andits tributaries theRiver 

ChewandtheCam andWellowBrooks. Thesewatercourses havefloodplains 

whicharesubject tofloodrisk. Theriver valleys area significant component of 

thed s land aracte pro id rtant re urcefor nature istrict‘ scapech r, v ingan impo so

conservation andrecreation andhaverichhistorical andcultural associations. 
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ianagenMap6: T hya dDropograp

TheStrategic FloodRiskAssessment (SFRA) provides further information on 

flooding,includingtheimpact of climatechangethis will bepublishedin March 

2008. TheEnvironment Agency websitenowhas accurateinformation on flood 

zoningin thedistrict includingzone1,zone2 andzones 3a and3b. 

t ton exnnageDe me tMa me tC

Togivean impression of thecurrent number of planningapplications relatingto 

replacement dwellings andextensions in theGreen Belt a searchof planning 

n

applications over a year period(from 1st April 2006 œ 23rd March2007) was 

undertaken. Replacement dwellings in theGreen Belt constituted1% (22/2563) 

of all planningapplications in that period,whileextensions in theGreen Belt 

lveop

constitutes 5% (121/2563) of all planningapplications in this sameperiod. 

An analysis of all recordedappeals between December 1996 andMarch2007 

shows that 8% of all appeal cases relatetoreplacement dwellings andextensions 

in theGreen Belt (i.e. 71/926 appeals). 

Of theseappeals 20% relatedtoBathandonly 3% toKeynsham. Theappeals 

werepredominantly relatedtoreplacement dwellings andextension in theGreen 

Belt in rural areas. Usingthesettlement classification for rural settlements 

establishedin Local Plan policy SC.1: 34% of appeals relatedtoR1 settlements, 

3% toR2 settlements and41% toR3 settlements. 

Themajority of theseappeals weredismissed(76%),although24% of these 

appeals wereallowed. 
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