
Local Government Elections 2023



On Thursday 4 May there are elections in the following areas:

• Bath & North East Somerset Council (x 33 wards)

• Town Councils (x 3)

• Parish Councils (x 45)

Will Godfrey Returning Officer and Electoral Registration Officer

Aurora Loi Electoral Services Manager

Local Government Elections 2023



• Notice of election 20/03/2023

• Nominations start 21/03/2023

• Nominations deadline 04/04/2023  (4pm)

• Statement of persons nominated 05/04/2023

• Notice of results (uncontested elections) 05/04/2023

• Notice of poll 25/04/2023

• Situation of polling stations 25/04/2023

• Polling day 04/05/2023

• Verification of ballot boxes 04/05/2023  (from 10:15pm) STV, University of Bath

• Count 05/05/2023  (from 2pm) STV, University of Bath

• Notice of results (contested elections) 05/05/2023

• Candidate’s election expenses return 01/06/2023  submitted by all candidates (including uncontested elections)

Notices highlighted in blue must be published on parish notice board and website on the dates shown on the timetable.

Timetable



Candidates must satisfy these criteria on the day they are nominated and on polling day:

• be at least 18 years of age

• be a British, Commonwealth or EU citizen 

Also at least one of the following:

• registered elector for parish/town council area

• occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises in the parish/town council area during the whole 
12 months preceding nomination

• principal or only place of work (including unpaid) in the parish/town council area during the whole 12 
months preceding nomination

• lived in the parish/town council area during the whole 12 months preceding nomination

Candidates must not be disqualified from standing

Candidate Qualifications



Electoral Commission guidance, including nomination forms

All candidates must submit these documents by 4pm on Tuesday 4 April:

• nomination form

• home address form

• consent to nomination

By law the above documents must be delivered by hand to the Returning Officer at the 
Guildhall, Bath, during the days and times for delivery of nomination papers. They cannot be 
submitted by post, fax, email or other electronic means.

Party candidates must also submit these documents by 4pm on Tuesday 4 April:

• certificate authorising the use of a party name/registered description on the ballot paper

• request to use one of the party’s emblems on the ballot paper (optional)

Submitting nomination papers
From Tuesday 21 March to Tuesday 4 April, 9am to 4pm

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-council-elections-england


Nomination Form



• Candidates must provide the electoral number of the proposer and seconder, which can be found on 
the electoral register.

• The electoral number is the combination of the polling district code for the parish (each parish has its 
own code) and the elector number.

• On the picture below, the polling district code for Bathampton Parish Council electoral register is 
highlighted in yellow and the elector number in green.

• For example, the electoral number of the first elector in Bathampton Lane is:

Nomination Form – electoral number



Excerpt from the Electoral Commission

guidance on commonly used names:

Nomination Form – commonly used names



Home address form



Candidate’s consent to nomination (all 5 pages)



Certificate of authorisation and emblem request



• The register to be used for the nominations is the version which is in force 
on 1 March 2023

• Candidates may request a copy of the register to the Electoral Registration 
Officer

• Parish Clerks will receive a copy of the register via the secure B&NES 
Council portal (GlobalScape), where all election notices will also be 
available to download

Access to the electoral register

All Parish Clerks are asked to email elections@bathnes.gov.uk to confirm their 
contact details (name, email address and telephone number)

Please help us keep our records up-to-date

https://filetransfer.bathnes.gov.uk/EFTClient/Account/Login.htm
mailto:elections@bathnes.gov.uk


• It is a legal requirement to publish a notice of vacancy whenever a vacancy occurs

• Please email elections@bathnes.gov.uk as soon as a vacancy arises 

• We will prepare a vacancy notice for you to publish

Casual vacancies

Causes of casual vacancies in the office of councillor:

• failure to accept office • ceasing to be qualified

• resignation • becoming disqualified

• death • failure to attend meetings

mailto:elections@bathnes.gov.uk


Notice of vacancy (1) Notice for vacancy (2)

within 6 months of scheduled date of retirement

Notices of vacancy



Help us raise 
awareness of Voter ID 
on your Parish 
Newsletter

Voter ID at the polling station on 4 May 2023



For any queries on the parish elections and voter ID

please contact:

Aurora Loi (Electoral Services Manager)

E: aurora_loi@bathnes.gov.uk

T: 01225 477431

Any questions?

mailto:aurora_loi@bathnes.gov.uk

