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1.	DELEGATION

The delegation to be exercised in this report is contained within Part 3, Section 4 of the Constitution under the Delegation of Functions to Officers, as follows: 

	Section A
	The Chief Executive, Strategic Directors, Divisional Directors and Heads of Service have delegated power to take any decision falling within their area of responsibility….”

	Section B
	Without prejudice to the generality of this, Officers are authorised to:
serve any notices and make, amend or revoke any orders falling within his/her area of responsibility.

	Section D9
	An Officer to whom a power, duty or function is delegated may nominate or authorise another Officer to exercise that power, duty or function, provided that Officer reports to or is responsible to the delegator.



For the purposes of this report, the Director of Place Management holds the delegated power to make, amend or revoke any Orders.

2.	LEGAL AUTHORITY

This proposal is made in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, which under Section 1 provides, generally, for Orders to be made for the following reasons, and in the case of this report specifically for the reason(s) shown below:

	(a)
	for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, or
	

	(b)
	for preventing damage to the road or to any building on or near the road, or
	

	(c)
	for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic (including pedestrians), or
	X

	(d)
	for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, or its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having regard to the existing character of the road or adjoining property,
	

	(e)
	(without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (d) above) for preserving the character of the road in a case where it is specially suitable for use by persons on horseback or on foot, or
	

	(f)
	for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road runs, or
	X

	(g)
	for any of the purposes specified in paragraphs (a) to (c) of subsection (1) of section 87 of the Environment Act 1995 (air quality)
	



3. 	PROPOSAL

To relocate the existing taxi rank in the High Street, Midsomer Norton, to accommodate an additional bus stop.  

To modify the parking restrictions in Market Square (The Island), Midsomer Norton, to reflect the revised layout associated with the upcoming public realm improvements.

The existing arrangements and proposals are shown on the attached drawings.

4.	BACKGROUND

The development of Market Square at The Island in Midsomer Norton will provide almost 1,000 sqm of high-quality public realm, to increase the amount of useable space for civic events and the market.  

To create this additional space, the proposals include a realignment of the carriageway, meaning that the existing westbound / inbound bus stop needs to be relocated.  It was originally envisaged that the bus stop would simply be moved to the other side of the junction, but this has not proved to be feasible from a visibility and vehicle tracking perspective.    

In consultation with public transport operators, it has been identified that westbound / inbound buses on Silver Street could be diverted along South Road, Excelsior Terrace, and the High Street.  These buses could then stop in the High Street adjacent to The Hollies, where existing services already stop.  This would negate the need for a westbound / inbound bus stop at The Island, and buses could re-join their original route by turning right at the end of the High Street.  

However, the existing bus stop at the lower end of the High Street is not long enough to accommodate additional bus services, and there is only one existing bus shelter.  It is proposed, therefore, that the existing bus stop will be lengthened, and an additional bus shelter introduced.

To accommodate the longer bus stop, it would be necessary to relocate the existing taxi rank in the High Street.  This is currently located in advance of the existing bus stop in the section of the High Street adjacent to The Hollies, between the last road bridge over the River Somer (and pedestrian link to South Road car park) and the traffic signals at the exit from Sainsburys car park.        

It is proposed that the taxi rank would be relocated to the existing limited waiting parking bay to the northeast of the last road bridge, which would then become dual use.  This bay currently operates Monday to Saturday, 8am to 6pm, no return within 1 hour.  It is proposed that this parking bay would remain available for parking during the day (with unchanged operating hours) but become a taxi rank between 6pm and 8am.    

The existing taxi rank is 15m in length, which accommodates 3 taxis.  The proposed dual use parking bay / taxi rank is nearer to 20m in length and could accommodate up to 4 vehicles (subject to how well they are parked). 

The existing Blue Badge parking bay at the end of the limited waiting parking bay would remain in place and would not form part of the proposed taxi rank.

The proposed parking restrictions in Market Square (The Island) will manage on-street parking and loading activity within the Square, whilst restricting on-street parking in inappropriate locations (by the introduction of double yellow lines and loading restrictions).  The proposed limited waiting parking restrictions will also maintain access to the Square for the market on Thursdays, whilst creating a ‘turn-over’ of parking for shoppers etc. at all other times.

5.	SOURCE OF FINANCE

The proposals will be capital funded through the public realm improvements project.

6. 	CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT

The proposal requires informal consultation with the Chief Constable, Parking Services, Town Council, Ward Members, and the Cabinet Member for Highways. 

7. 	COMMENTS RECEIVED TO DATE

Chief Constable

Enforcement of waiting restrictions within the Bath and North East Somerset Council area rests with B&NES Council Parking Services. Consideration regarding the potential displacement of existing parking, and the enforcement needs of these restrictions should be of importance.

The proposals should meet the aspirations behind their introduction.

Parking Services

No response.




Town Council

Upon receiving the plans and proposal on 16th January, the request was to submit a response within five working days, this is an extremely short timescale for Councillors to digest the information, compose a response and speak to residents to gauge public opinion, there is therefore, a risk of the Town Council being seen to make decisions behind closed doors.  This consultation has also emerged at the same time as the possible implementation of emissions-based charges in South Road Car Park, an issue which has ignited residents locally. 
This proposal falls under the delegation of functions to Officers which requires informal consultation with the various parties, a formal consultation is requested. Companies along the High Street and the Island should be consulted as the changes will affect their businesses and with the proposed parking charges there is concern that some shops may close.
There is historic free parking on Thursday but within the new proposal parking for the rest of the week will be reduced by two hours. 
One of the Councillors spoke to businesses in the area concerning the reduction of parking on the Island and deliveries only being permissible during the morning and late afternoon. This conversation highlighted a major a health and safety issue related to the gun shop on the island. If customers and suppliers are not able to park directly outside, they could be walking through the town carrying heavy weapons and live ammunition. However, the ability to park outside the premises would allow said merchandise to be transported straight from the shop directly into vehicles without being in public view.
The requirement for 4 taxi bays is questioned. Times have changed and people will book in advance or get an Uber.  The taxi spaces will only be in use during the weekends during the evenings and overnight, during which time taxis tend to be used by people who are intoxicated and unable to drive; there is concern that having the taxi rank so close to the War Memorial could increase the chances of it being damaged.
Having the second bus stop on the High Street will mean that traffic will back up at busy times when both buses are there as cars going left won’t be able to pass. During delivery times at Wetherspoons on South Road, there will not be enough room for the delivery lorry and the bus to pass one another, causing more disruption.
Buses travelling along South Road could increase the number of traffic accidents as pedestrians will be crossing from the Car Park to the High Street and as the road bends slightly, there is not always a clear line of sight of traffic coming from Silver Street.
As mentioned at the beginning Midsomer Norton Town Council feel that not enough time was given for this consultation and there will be lots of questions from residents in the area.
Officer response:

The content of Appendix A has been received from the Project Manager in response to the above:

Ward Members
	
See response above from the Town Council

Cabinet Member for Highways – Cllr Manda Rigby 

No comments received.

REPORT APPROVED FOR CIRCULATION TO CABINET MEMBER FOR HIGHWAYS

	

Paul Garrod							Date: 21st February 2024
Traffic Management and Network Manager
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